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LETTER  I 

My  Lnrd^ 

2^^--?^*  T  is  a  juft  Reflexion  that  Livy 
;!^^f'M-X  i^a^^^^i  That  iMankind  are  much 
*^- 4%^^'  more  fenfible  of  the  Interruption 
%'if^fiX  niade  in  their  Liberty,  than  of  the 
ucterLofiOf  it.  Acrtores^  fays  He, 
Sunt  Morfu6  Ltbi^rtata  intsrrupta^  au^im  Amijfa, 
When  Men  have  been  Slaves  for  fome  time, 
they  have  nofenfe  of  the  Bleding  of  Freedom  ; 
Liberty  has  no  Charms  :  AndOppreifion,  like 
a  Dead  PalHe  benumbs  them,  that  they  can 
feel  no  wekht,  let  it  be  never  fo  Hreat.  But  a 
free  People  can  never  be  Ruin'd,  without  fome 
Violent  and  Glorious  Struggles  for  their  Privi- 
leges, The  leall  approach  of  Arbitrary  Power 
alarms  them,  and  animaccs  chem  with  Noble 
and  Generous  Refcntmenrs  tor  the  Publick 
Good.  And  'tis  ht  indeed  ic  fhould  ;  for  the 
Inhingement  of  one  Fundaniental,  encourages 

A  tiie 
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the  breach  of  another  :  The  Paflions  of  Men 
have  no  bounds,  and  he  that  can  gratify  one 
Appetite  with  impunity,  will  be  fare  to  in- 
dulge another.  But  certainly  we  cajl  never 
Guard  enough  againll  every  Violation  of  our 
Rights,  nor  Puniih  the  Offenders  with  too 
much  fcverity.  At  prefcnt  we  are  the  only 
Nation  of  Europe  that  have  preferv'd  the  Li- 
berries  tranfmitted  to  us  from  our  great  Fore- 
fathers ;  the  noble  Gothick  Conltitutions  arc 
All  deftroyed,  and  the  Rights  of  Millions  fa- 
criticed  to  the  Pride,  Ambition,  and  Caprice 
of  Vicious,  Ignorant,  or  Obttinate  Statefmen, 
Spain^  France,  and  De-nmark,  are  no  longer 
Free,  who  but  fome  Ages  ago  had  their  Re- 
prefentativcs  and  Parliaments  as  well  as  we: 
The  name  of  Liberty  is  no  more  heard  amongft 
them,  and  Slavery  is  taught  to  be  an  Inheri- 
tance by  Divine  Right.  One  would  wonder 
how  Nations  fo  Brave,  and  Great  as  they 
were,  (hould  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fo  oppreii; 
that  now  they  have  a  Property  in  nothing,  but 
the  Chains  th'^y  wear  ;  How  their  Princes, 
who  were  originally  their  Creatures,  and  in 
thofe  Times  chofen  for  their  Virtue,  Wifdom, 
and  good  Qualities,  fhould  be  capable  of  de- 
ifroying  what  was  the  Interell  of  All  to  pre- 
fcrve.  would  feem  very  odd,  and  unaccounta- 
ble, if  Hiftory  did  not  fully  difcover  the  Me- 
thods, the  Miniftries  of  thofe  Princes  took, 
for  Ruining  thofe  Refpedive  Conititutions. 
Salluji  and  Livj/  both  obferve^  that  the  Ruin  of 
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the  Commonwealth  was  owing  to  the  Intro- 
dudiDn  of  Luxury.  This  debauchM  Mens 
Morals,  and  made  them  fit  Inllruments  for 
Ambitious  Men  to  Hnflave  their  Country. 
The  fame  Inlet  of  Corruption  has  fubverted 
theConlfitutions  of  other  Free  Nations :  Ex- 
travagance in  all  kinds  of  Expence  has  been 
always  encouiag'd  by  Minifters  that  had  a 
Defign  upon  tfiePubiick  Liberty.  Coftly  Equi- 
pages, Balls,  Mafquerades  Gaming, and  Luxuri- 
ous Entertainments  have  been  conftantiy  cele- 
brated and  extoU'd  by  them,  on  purpofe  to 
corrupt  Mens  Virtue,  and  introduce  Poverty  : 
From  hence  came  Penfions,  and  Dependance  ; 
and  from  hence  Slavery  and  Oppreflion  Jb 
hoc  Fcrte  DerivMA  CUdes,  in  Fa!:rfam^  PopU' 
lumque  jiuxit.  This  was  the  Cafe  of  France 
2.nd  Spai/7.  C^;A';w;?eiobferves,  that  Lfn?// the 
Eleventh,  who  firft  laid  the  foundation  in 
France  of  Arbitrary  Power,  gain'd  moil:  of  his 
Advantages  by  liis  Bribes;  He  had  always  a 
itrong  Band  of  Fentioners,  and  Hi>  Money 
never  fail'd  of  perfuading,  where  His  Reafon- 
ing  did  not  always  carry  that  apparent  Evi- 
dence of  PublickGood.  la  Spain  we  find  no- 
ble Remonilrances  made  by  feme  Great  Men 
in  their  Cortes,  which  were  the  fame  as  our 
Parliaments,  about  the  Invafion  of  their 
Rights  and  Privileges  :  They  bravely  told 
Charles  the  Fifth,  That  they  were  a  Free  Peo- 
ple, and  would  be  Govern'd  as  fuch  ;  That 
their  Allegiance  was  no  longer  due,  than  the 
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Laws  were  obfcrv'd  ;  And  that  the  Power  of 
his  Northern  Minifters,  for  fo  his  Germans  and 
his  Flemmtft£s  were  caiTd.  was  contraacv  to  the 
Fundamental  Rights  of  the  Subjed,  of  not 
jbeing  Govern'd  by  Foreigners;  They  Glori- 
cufly  complain'd,  that  Spxtu  was  made  a  Fro- 
vince  to  G^-rma.ny^  2na  their  Treafures  eK- 
haufted  m  fupport  of  Power,  which  in  all  pro- 
bability would  deftroy  them.  This  was  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  Great  Men  \  and  the  Eifect  of 
their  Rem.onftrance  was  a  G^-nerous  aud  Lau- 
dable AlTerdng  of  their  Rigl;ts  by  ArmiS :  And 
tho'  they  had  the  misfortune  of  bcinji,  over- 
powerM  by  foreign  Forces,  and  the  Corrup- 
tion of  a  majority  in  one  of  their  Parliament-, 
yet  they  had  the  facisfadion  of  having  done 
their  Duty,  and  leaving  their  excellent  Prote> 
ffations  for  Publick  Liberty  on  Record,  to 
condemn  the  infamous  Iniquity  of  thofe  Parri- 
cides, that  fold  themfelves.  tiieir  Poltcnty, 
and  their  Country  for  Money.  Thus  fata! 
has  been  Corruption  and  Bribery  :  -And  can 
we  think  the  Ad  vifjrs  of  fucli  iVlethods  can  be 
punifli'd  rgo  feverely  r*  Can  fuch  Conduct  m 
Miniikrs  be  too  itrn^lly  examined  into?  For 
to  their  Counfds  a-re  we  to  attribute  in  a 
great  meafare  the  At-lions  of  Princes.  ' Tis 
more  than  probable  that  C^^/t/A.f  the  Fifth  had 
never  acted  as  he  did,  liad  not  he  been  infti- 
gated  by  his  Foreign  Minilicrs ;  for  ue  find 
him  in  the  latter  part  of  his  Lil'e,  condemn- 
ing his  forn^er  Condud.     The  Oath  he  made 
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the  HoiUnders  take  to  his  Son  Philips  of  defend* 
ing   their  Liberties  againll   the  Invafions  of 
Arbitrary  Power,  and  the  Admidion  of  Fo 
reigners,  prove  und.^niably  the  Notioa  l>e  had 
of  that  Accurfed  Policy  of  Enflaving  his  C  oun- 
try.  It  would  be  happy  for  every  Free  Nation, 
if  they  had  Sumptuary  Laws  to  reftrain  Men 
from  Excefs  in  the>r  Expences.     Where  Men 
have  a  competency  they  will  be  free;  Want 
makes  dcpendance,  and  he  that  has  nothing 
to  lofe.  will  think  nothing  worth  preferving* 
in  "James  the  Firif's  time,  there  was  an  attempt 
made  to  introduce  fome  fumptuary  Laws  a- 
mong    us:  But  that  Prince,    w^ho  had  little 
Craft,  and  ill-nature  enough,  to  defire  to  fee 
Men  Slaves,  tho'  he  had  not  the  Courage  to 
make  them  fo,  difcountenanced  every  thing 
that  had  the  Face  of  publick  Good.     To  his 
Keign,  and  Charles  the  Second's,  are  we  to  at- 
tribute the  Corruption  of  our  Morals,  Luxury 
<ind    Vice,  produced    very   fruitful   Harvefts, 
under  fuch  diligent  Husbandmen.     Our  great 
•Vicn  were  Impoverilh'd,  and  forc'd  to  become 
Pcnfioners  for  a  fubfiftance:  And    how  fatal 
that  had  like  to  have  been  to  our  Conftitution, 
particularly  in  Charles  the  Second's  time,  we 
can  only  confider  with  Horror,  and  Indignati- 
on.    So  Degenerate,  and  Abandon'd  were  we, 
that  Wars  were  made  upon   a  Nation,  for 
whom  we  Oiouid  have  fought,  in  Alliance  with 
a  Prince  that  was  the  growing  Terror  of  £«- 
ro/fe,     Vafl  Sums  were  rais'd  on  t'r  People,  to 
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maintain  Pimps,  Penfioners  and  Whores ;  and 
this  for  a  poor  ftipend.     Nay,  fo  far  were  fome 
corrupted,  that  i  have   been  well   inform'd, 
they  would  give  a  Vote  on  which  the  Fate  of 
Europe  depended,  for  a  Dinner  at  the  Green- 
cloth.  Many  of  thefe  Wretches  were  only  Day- 
LabourerSjthat  work'djobsof  V  illainy  occafi- 
onaily,  while  the  Craftieft  Knaves  and  De- 
magoues,   where  taken  into  Service  by   the 
year.     But  God  be  prais'd,  thofe  days  are  over. 
Mankind  are  too  full  of  Abhorrence  and  De^ 
teftation  of  fuch  Villainies,  to  bear  any  fuch 
Practice  again.     A  Fenfioner  is  now  become 
Infamous,  and  no  Man  that  has  the  leaft  re- 
gard for  Honour  and   Reputation,  would  be 
thought  liable  to  fuch  an  Imputation,     We 
have  now  a  Spirit  of  Virtue  and  Liberty  reign- 
ing among  us;  we  have  a  good  and  gracious 
frince,  and  a  noble  Conftitution  guarded  by 
excellent  Laws,  particularly  an  aS  of  Settle- 
ment, which  Religioully  obferv'd  m  the  parts 
yet  unrepealM,  mull:  make  us  all  Happy.     It 
is  fo  Glorious  an  Ad,  that  I  can't  forbear  tran- 
icnbmgit:     ' Twas  an  A£t  contrived  by  that 
truly  great  and  able  Statefmao,  and  worthy 
Patriot,  tiie  Lord  kmmers  ;    and  pad  by  that 
Admirabie  Man,  Yim^l'ViliiAm,  a  Prince  rais'd 
h"^  Providence,  to  be  the  Scourge  of  Tyranny, 
^nd.  tofaveand  proted  the  Rights  of  a  Brave 
^nd  InjurM  People,  and  to  contmue  them,  as 
far  as  Human  Wifdom  and  Virtue  can  provide, 
Inviolable  to  Pofterity. 
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The  Words  are^ 

*  THAT  vvhofoever  fhall  hereafter  come  to 
the  PoireflionofthisCrownjfhalljoinin  Com- 
munion with  the  Church  of  EngUndy  as  by 
Law  Eftablifh'd.     Jn  Force. 

'  THAT  in  cafe  the  Crown  and  Imperial 
Dignity  of  this  Realm,  (hall  hereafter  come  to 
any  Perfon,  not  being  a  Native  of  this  King- 
dom o^ England^  this  Nation  be  not  obliged  to 
engage  in  any  War,  for  the  Defence  of  any 
Dominions,  or  Territories  which  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Crown  of  England^  without  tlie 
confent  of  Parliament.     Tet  in  Force, 

•  THAT  no  Perfon,  who  fhall  hereafter 
come  to  the  PoiTeflion  of  this  Crown,  fliall  go 
out  of  the  Dominions  of  England,  ScotUndy  or 
Ireland^  without  confent  of  Parliament.  Re- 
pealM  I  G.  His  Majefty,  as  the  Preamble  fees 
forth,  having  a  Son. 

'THAT  from,  and  after  the  time  the  Li- 
mitation Oiall  takeefFe£l  ;  all  matters  relating 
to  the  well  Governing  of  this  Kingdom, 
which  are  Properly  Cognizable  in  the  Privy- 
Council,  by  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  this 
Realm,  fhall  be  tranfafted  there  .  and  all  Re- 
folutions  taken  thereupon,  fhall  be  figded  by 
fuch  of  the  Privy- Council  as  fhall  ad vife  ana 
confent  to  the  fame.  Jn  Force, 
'  THAT  after  the  Limitation  (hall  take 
effed,  no  Perfon  born  out  of  the  Kingdoms  of 

*  Engl  an  d^ 
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^  EngUndyScotUndy  or  IreUnd,  or  the  Dominions 

*  thereunto  belonging    (although  he  be  Natu- 
*•  ralized,  or  made  a  Denizen,  except  fuch  as 

*  are  Born  of  £;?^///Z?  Parents)  fhall  be  capable 
'  to  be  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  a  Member  of 

*  eitherHoufe of Parliameilt ;  toenjoy  anyOffice 

*  or  Place  of  Truft.  either  Civil  or  Military .  or 

*  to  have  any  Grant  of  Lands,  Tenements,  or 

*  Hereditaments  from  the  Crown  to  himfclf  or 
^  to  any  other,  or  others  fa  truft  for  him.     let 

*  in  Force, 

*  THAT  no  Perfon  who  has  an  Office,  or 

*  Place  of  profit  under  the  King,  or  receives  a 

*  Penfion  from  the  Crown,  fhall  be  capable  of 
'  ferving  as  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons.    Repealed,  or  ExpUirPd  fince  his  Maje- 
*•  fty's  Acceilion  ;  Icmt  tell  which, 

'THAT    Judges  Commiflions  be  made 
'  QuAm  diu  fa  bene  Gejfermt,  and  the  Salaries 

*  afcertain'd  and   eftablilh'd:    But  upon  the 

*  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes   of  Parliament,  it 

*  may  be  Lawful  to  remove  them.     Ips  Force. 

'  TtiAT  no  Pardon  under  the  Great  Seal 

*  o^Engtand,  be  pleadable  to  an  Impeachment 

*  by  the  Commons  in  Parhament.     In  Force. 

WHAT  a  Glorious  and  Wife  Provifion  is 
here,  for  the  Liberties  of  a  People  ?  With 
what  Intrenchments  are  we  guarded  againft 
any  attempts  from  Arbitrary  Power?  Thefe 
Barriers  nothing  can  force  while  we  are  true 
to  our  felves;  Thefe  Laws  fliall  ftiU  preferve 
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us:  Mot  even  thQ  Villainy  o?  tliQ  Snath'Sei 
Piiedtors  norths  more  wicked,  and  fhamefaj 
Screening  thelli  Villains,  and  their  Accomplices 
f'om  Jultice,  ihail  be  able  to  overcura  this 
Great,  this  Glorious  and  Antient  Conllitution. 
Tho'  the  violent  Invafionof  our  Property  has 
been  ib  Impudent  and  Barefac'd,  that  it  might 
be  thought,  (did  not  we  well  know  our  Mi- 
hiftry  )  to  be  defign'd  to  introduce  Arbitrary 
Power  ;  and  alarm  us  by  this  preparatory  Ca- 
lamityj  to  expecl  fomething  ftill  more  terrible 
to  come.  But  while  thefe  Laws  remain?  and 
are  Executed,  we  have  Liberty  ;  and  While 
we  have  Liberty,  vve  fhall  certainly  do  oiir 
felves  juftice  upon  thefe  Mifcreants,  that  are 
conhderrble  only  by  their  Villainies.  Such 
Crimes  can  never  go  unpunifli'd  ;  and  .Hioulcl 
the  Laws,  and  Lcgiilature  be  fuppofed  Capa- 
ble ot  lufrering  them  to  Efcape,  (the  contrary 
of  which,  we  find  in  the  noble  Spirit,  and 
Zeal  of  both  Houfes,)  yet  the  Law  of  Nature 
would  demand  Satisfadion,  Ihould  fuch  a 
defedion  from  common  Jultice  and  Honoiic 
ever  happen:  Every  Man,  fays  Gro^w,  mighc 
right  himfelf ;  and  Execute  the  Sentence  his 
own  uncorrupt  JudgmenE  fhould  didat§  %0 
him.     lam, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lord{hip%  &el 
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S  wc  judge  of  the  WiHiom  and  Happinefs 
o'i  a  People  from  the  form  of  their  Go- 
vernment, and  the  due  Execution  of  Good  and 
Ufeful  Laws  ;  {o  we  take  our  Notions  of  a 
Miniilry,  from  the  Profperic/,  Quiet  and 
Glory  which  a  Nation  enjoys  from  tneir  Poh- 
cy,  and  the  Beneficial  Acts  made  under  their 
Admiaiil ration.  If  a  Srate  encreafes  in 
Wealth,  h^  its  Trade  Improves,  if  'tis  Confi- 
derabie  Abroad,  and  Eafy  at  Home,  if  proper 
Regulations  are  made  tor  the  equal  Liberty  of 
All,  and  Dcknczo^  Property  ;  Then  we  pro- 
nounce a  Muiiiiry  Wife  and  Able,  andDiltin- 
guifh  tliem  by  the  glorious  Name  of  Patriots. 
i5ut  if  on  the  contrary,  Commerce  decays,  if 
Difcontents  and  Murmurs  arife  on  every  fide, 
if  foreign  Courts  fliow  but  little  or  no  Regard 
to  it,  and  fatal  or  infigoifican:  Statutes  are 
Eriaded,  What  can  wethmk  of  a  People  un- 
der fuch  a  Miniftry,  or  not  exped  from  their 
Admmiftration  ?  Certain  it  is,  the  Miferies 
and  Calamities  of  a  People  are  to  be  impucsd 
to  them  ;  and  they  Itand  Accountable  for 
th.eir  Ignorance.  Neghg-ence,  or  Corruption. 
Tiiey  are  Guardians  of  our  Liberties,  and  en- 
truited  with  our  Intermits:  For  this  we  Ho- 
iiour,  and  give  ihem  f  recedwace  5  and  for  this 


fupport  them  In  their  Dignity.  And  indeed  a 
Good  Minifter  can  never  be  efteemM  too 
much.  The  Poft  he  fills  requires  great  Appli- 
cation and  Integrity  :  He  is  to  devote  himfelf 
tothePublick  Good,  and  negied  his  own  Pro- 
fit, Eafe,  and  Pleafure  ;  He  is  to  have  no 
Ambition  but  to  {qi\'Q  his  Country ;  nor  any 
views  but  thofe  ot  Honour,  Virtue  and  Li- 
berty. He  is  to  rdCnfice  his  Private  Htfent- 
ments  to  the  Publck  Intereil ;  and  Reward 
Men  of  Merit  without  Partiality  to  Fnend- 
fhips  or  Relations.  He  is  to  watch  over  the 
Morals  of  the  People,  and  take  care  of  all  At- 
tempts againit  the  Virtue  of  the  Common- 
wealth;  and,  1  ke  fome  Wife  Law-Givers, 
puniihing  with  Death  the  Otferer  as  well  as 
the  Taker  of  a  Bribe;  Rightly  judging,  that 
fuch  a  Practice  mult  end  in  the  utter  Ruin  of 
the  Confl.tution.  This  we  txpe£l  from  a  Pa- 
triot :  But  if  a  Miniller  is  Corrupt,  if  he 
little  underftands  the  Buiineis  he  is  entrufted 
with,  or  if  he  underitands  it,  negkifts  it  for 
his  Picaiures:  it  he  is  Irrefolute  in  w\hat  is 
Laudable,  or  Obllinate  in  what  is  Wrong  ;  if 
he  thiiip^'tjes^  or  is  Governd  by  Counfels  de- 
ftruciive  of  the  jntereils  of  his  Country,  ch' 
Corrupts  the  Morals  of  others  by  the  irrefilt- 
able  temptation  of  a  Fenfion,  What  fliall  we 
fay  to  fuch  a  Perfon,  or  how  treat  him  with 
fuificient  Scorn  and  Indignation  ?  Shall  we 
call  him  a  Patriot  ?  or  rather  fliall  we  not 
all  him  a  Betrayer  of  his  Country,  and  cry 
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aloiid  for  Juftice.  Yes,farely  wefhall  j'cisaDeht 
we  owe  our  Selves  and  our  Country  ;  'tis  a  Debt 
all  Nations  have  demanded,  and  Minifters 
beenoblig'd  to  pay.  Of  this  Truth,  our  own 
Hiitories  will  give  us  abundant  proof:  Our 
brave  Fore-Fathers  would  always  Vindicate 
their  Libertie?,  and  punifh  theViolation  of  their 
Rights  ;  They  glorioully  Remonft rated  againfl 
the  Government  of  Foreign  Minifters  in  the 
Reigns  of  Stephen^  Htnry  the  Third,  and  Ed- 
ivard  the  Second,  and  Curs'd  the  Direction  of 
Svamfb  Counfels  in  the  time  of  James  the  Firft. 
Thofe  noble  Parliaments  were  juflly  jealous 
of  their  Privileges :  And  tho*  weak  Princes 
would  fometimes  protect,  their  Favourites  a- 
gainfi:  the  Bent  and  Inclination  of  the  People  -, 
yet  the  People  never  left  Profecuting  thofc 
Favourites,  till  they  were  facrific'd  to  their 
jufb  Rage  and  Refentmento  Even  the  Twq 
Spenjersy  thofe  Darlings  of  their  Prince,  were 
at  laft  xMafter'd  and  put  to  Death,  tho'  their 
Obftinacy  and  Ambition  involv'd  the  Nation 
in  a  Civil  War.  Indeed  in  the  Reign  o^Charles 
the  Second,  we  were  Univerfally  corrupt;  a 
wicked  Miniilry  nriade  a  wicked  Nation  ;  our 
Reprefentatives  were  mod:  Pendoners;  and 
cur  Legifldture  was  in  the  Hoiife  of  Bondage. 
^>^^?c^ Counfels  infetied  our  Cabinet;  and  the 
true  Interett  of  EngU^d  was  no  more  regard- 
ed. Dunkirk^  a  Place  almoil  as  important  as 
Gibraiter^  or  Port-Maho-a,  was  bafely  fold,  and 
4yiiA'erM  up ;   our  Fleets  fought  the  Battles  of 

otjiers  } 


(13) 

Others;    and  violent  Seizures  and  Invafions 
were  made  o:i  our  Property:  Thus  all  tilings 
tended  to  Arbitrary  Power,  and   the  Ruin  of 
the  Conflicution.     But  of  a  fudden  the  Nation 
was  alarmM  ;  God  open'd  the  eyes  of  the  Par- 
Hament  to  perceive  the  Danger  of  then  Liber* 
ties  ;    The  Antient  Englrfh  Virtue  reviv'd  in 
them,  andcallM  up  the  memory  of  their  An- 
ceftors   that   died  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  ; 
Thofe  that  had  been  Penfioners  for  fo  m.any 
Years,  became  Patriots,  and  zealous  /^iTertors 
of  their  Laws  and  Privileges.  They  now  ab- 
horr'd  themfelves,  and  the  Court,  and  ever^ 
after  fignalizM  their  Virtue  in  oppofing  their" 
Impious  Defigns'.  So  that  after  a  long  .-)e(Iions 
of  Eighteen  years,  they  had  the  Honour  and 
Glory  to  be  DiiTolv'd;    notwichflanding  the 
alluring  promifts  of  the   xVlmillry  to  make 
them    Perpetual ,    would   they  change   their 
A^ieafures,  and   be  fubfervient  to  the  Court: 
Piic  they  rejected  the  Oifcr  with  the  uuniotl 
Difdain  and  Indignation,  as  an   Attenipt   to 
fubvert  theConiticution.  And  indeed  they  did 
well  :    For  ho  v  far  the   Body  of  the  Proplc 
might  think  That  an  Abfoiure Breach  of  Truft, 
and  what  might  be  theConfcquence^  or  lucli 
an  Opinion,  would  perhaps  be   very  difficult 
to  Determine  :    Thefe  Things  were  done  for 
our  initrucliion.     'Tis  true,    nothing  oi  tins 
Nature  is  like  to  happen  to  Us  :    But  yet  as 
Tacitus   fays,    We    ibould    hifervire    FofierU, 
There  may  a  Prince  and  Parhament  arifc^  that 
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may  not  attend  fo  nicely  to  fuch  Tranra£^ions; 
and  a  wicked  Miniftry  may  prevail  again,  as 
it  has  often  done  before.     We  indeed   have 
Great  Reafon  to  be  Thankful  ;    for  certainly 
never  was  the  Englijh  Nation  Govern'd    by 
fuch  a  Miniilry;  nor  will  Pofterity,  I  believe, 
ever  fee  the  hke  again,     f  humbly  ask  Pardon 
if  I  oiiend   their  Modefty:  But  I  fhould  not 
do  them  that  juftice  which  all  Sober,  and  Dif- 
paflionate  Men  defire   to  fee  done,   if  I  did 
not  Congratulate  my  Country  upon  fo  won- 
derful a  Conftellation  of  Great  iVIen;  Perfons 
{o  univerfally  admir'd  and  efleem'd   for  their 
Probity,  Publick  Spirit,  Underftanding,  and 
good  Condu<fi,  that  'tis  yet  a  Doubt,  whe- 
ther they  are  more  beloved  by  their  Country 
than  they  Love  and  wiQi  well  to  it.  Indeed  'tis 
our   Peculiar  happinefs,  to  have  fome  Great 
Men,  of  fuch  lingular  Abilities,  that  they  can 
difcharge   Foils  of   different  Natures  ,    and 
which  require  different  Talents,  with  equal 
skill,    integrity,    and   fuccefs  •    Perfons  that 
can  fhifc   and  chaiige  Offices,   and   Execute 
all     with    the    fame    Addrefs ;     and  ,      as 
was    faid   of  Cuto  the  Cenlbr,    When  you 
fee     them     in     one    Employment  ,     you'd 
fwear    they  knew   little  of   any   thing   elfe. 
Rare  and  admirable  Endowments!   We  have 
had  the  BlefTing  of  feeing  one  great  Man,  Firft 
Commidionerof  the  Treafury,  Lord  Prefident 
of  the  Council,  Secretary  of  State,  Groom  of 
the  Stole,  and  Lord  Privy-Seal  fucce(rively,an(J 
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yet  with  what  Honour,  Dexterity,  and  Ap» 

plaufc,  has  He  acquitted  himfelf  in   all  thefc 
Places?  \Vc  have  f::en  a  Ferfon  advanced  to  be 
Secretary  of  State,  like  another  DePVtt,  at  an 
Age.  when  others  are  butfetting  out  into  the 
World.     But  his  Knowledge  of  the  Arts  of 
Peace  and  War,  and  of  the  Interefts  and   de- 
Tignsof  Fore  gn  Princes,  his  extraordinary  Ab- 
ftinence  from    Pleafures»    and  application   to 
Bulinefs,  made  him  abfolutely  necelTary,    to 
ad:  in  Concert  with  Perfons  that  defign'd  no- 
thmg  but  the  Glory  and  Happinefs  of  the  Na- 
tion.    But  his  Death,  Lamented  by  all   good 
Men,  has  dellroy'd  the  Hopes  we  had  con- 
ceived of  (o  valuable  and  uncorrupt  a  Patriot. 
But  why  dwell  we  upon  particulars  ?  'Tis  with 
Us,  as  with  a  fine  Face  j  where  its  Beauty  doe-s 
not  conliii:  in  this  or  that  Feature,  but   in  the 
Symmetry,  and  Harmony  of  the  whole.  The 
Glory  and  Security  of  the  Nation  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  Integrity  and  Conduct  of  one 
Minirter,  but  upon  the  joint  Endeavours  of 
all  in  the  Administration:    'Tis  this  Concur- 
rence that  makes   us  thus  happy.     'Tis  this 
Union  that  expedites  the  moii  difficult  Affairs, 
and  removes  thofe  Embarrafments  and  Per- 
plexities, that  might  otherwife  be  Fatal  ;  this 
Agreement  and  Correfpondencedoes  notafFe£l 
Us  only ;  the  effeds  areDiffufive  and  UniverfaL 
All  Europe  Extol  their  Policy,  and  feel  the  In- 
fluence of  their  Counfels.    Fain  would  I  know, 
whea  the  Evglfjh  Nuion  made  fo  great  a  Fi- 
gure 
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gnre  as  it  makes  now?  Has  not  the  Sivede,  and 
even  the  Mighty  Emperor  of  Germ  Any  Sollici- 
ted  tor  our  AlTiltance?  Has  not  Spai^t  felt  the 
fury  of  our  Fleet,  and  the  Czar  ownM  the 
dread  of  our  Naval  Preparations?  Should  any 
be  fo  weak  or  perverfe  to  disbelieve  it,  let  him 
repair  to  Brer^ve^/^  and  vifit  the  Territory  of 
Verdune^  and  he'd  learn  the  Glory  of  the  li/?- 
glijh  Nation,  and  perceive  the  Terrors  of  our 
Bdltick  Squadron.  We  are  the  Arbiters  of 
Peace  and  War :  And  all  the  Sons  of  Men 
confent  to  fear  us,  except  the  States  of  Br^bsnt^ 
who  are  fafe  only  by  being  inconfiderable. 
Tell  me  when  were  there  fuch  few  Difconcents, 
Murmurs,  and  Remonftrancesf  When  f^c 
People  more  contented,  mere  eafy,  and  more 
fubmi(rive?  And  whatever  Plots  fome  Perfons 
might  alarm  us  with, yet  with  bow  little  noife, 
hurry,  and  tumult  have  they  been  fuppreft  ; 
that  many  have  fufpeded  that  there  have  been 
none  at  ail.  Yet  will  I  ask  again,  when  Flou- 
ridiM  the  Nation  under  fuch  excellent  and  ufe. 
ful  Laws,  as  have  been  pas'd  fince  hisMajefty's 
Acceirion  to  the  Throne,  and  during  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiftration  ?  Should  I  give  a  Summary 
of  thefe  Ads,  how  would  Envy  and  Detracti- 
on be  filenced  ?  I  fhall  mention  the  chief,  and 
leave  the  reil:  to  the  curious  and  intelligent 
Reader.  In  this  noble  CoUedion  of  Laws, 
where  fliall  I  begin  firft?  We  have  many  ad- 
mirable and  neceiTary  Ads  to  Attaint  TrAjtors 
in  open  ^ebeUm  ^  and  multitudes  for  the  bet- 
ter 
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ter  Regulation  and  Payment  of  the  Army,  and 
to  prevenc  Mucmy  and  Dcrcrtion,  and  others 
for    lupplying  tiie    Deficiencies  of    the  Civil 
Lirt.     Vv'e   have  an  Act  to  enable  his  Majelly 
to  go  ab:o».d  ;  and  another  fbr  the  Importati- 
on ot  Turbets  in  Forreign  Bottoms.     \Vc  have 
a  Bill  to  rciliMin  the  Runnmgof  Brandy;  and 
another  to  keep  the  South  Se4  Directors  within 
the  Land.     We  have  a  Perpetual  P.iot  Law,  by 
which  every  Jullice  may  keep  the  Peace,  by 
command mg  upon  pain  o\  Death,  any  Twelve 
Perfons  that  are  met  together,  todiipt'fc;  and 
another  for  the  Prefer vation  of  the  Ga.ne,  and 
the  fccurity  of  Sahiion.     We  have  Statute  >  ior 
fufpend ing  the H^^(?4iC*r/'<;^/  Act,  by  deiai.ii.Jg 
Perfons  in  Pnfon  during  Pleafurc  ;  and  others 
againit   Wtars,  Nets  that  are  too  large,  aiii 
illegal  Practices  in  catching  of  Fiili.      Vn  c  have 
A£ts  for  Repealing  and  Explaining  parts  cf  the 
Ad  of  Sctlemenc,  and  o:heri  for  Hxplainir.g 
Branches  of  tlie  Game  Act.     We  have  aOi'^r^  >^^- 
Hea  Bill,  and  an  Ad  againil  Frauds  in  Colouriijg 
of  Snuif.    VVe  have  an  Acl:  for  contirming  the 
Charters  of  AiTuiance  ;and  another  agamlt  the 
Combination  of  Journey-men  Taylors,  and  to 
difcourage  Cloth  Buttons.  And  ialtly,  we  haVC 
an  Act,  to  Qualify  Penfionersat  Will,  toVore 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  another  u  h  ch 
immediately  follows,  to  retrain  Cat  men  fiom 
riding  in  their  Carts.     Thefe  Laws    fbow  the 
Happinefs  of  fuchan  Adminiftration,     Indeed 
the  ^0uph'SeABiW.  has  not  anfwered  fo  fully  as 
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might  have  been  widi'd;  but  to  whom  (hall  we 
impute  it  ?  Not  to  the  Miniltry.  The  Power 
indeed  they  had  by  that  Aft,  of  checkmg  the 
Villainous  defigns  of  the  DireOors^  unfortu- 
nately was  given  up  by  che  Treafury,  to  the 
Dire£lors  themfelvcs.  But  fuch  a  breach  of 
Truft  could  never  have  been  expelled  fronn 
Men  of  their  Charaftsr,  and  known  Integrity. 
Indeed  by  this  means,  they  and  their  Accom- 
flices  have  got  the  Wealth  of  the  whole  Nation 
into  their  Hands,  but  what  (i*^nilies  that  ?  The 
Encouragement  given  to  the  Weavers,  and  the 
late  Button  AQ:,  will  foon  reflore  the  Trade 
and  Credit  of  the  Nation,  to  the  utrer  ftonfu- 
fion  of  all  Callicoes,  whether  Stain'd  or  Un- 
ftain'd.  After  all,  as  the  beft  of  Men  are 
fubjed  to  Cenfure,  if  I  might  Frefume  to 
blame  the  Miniftry,  I  think  with  great  Submif- 
fion,  1  might  obferve,  thai  they  have  not  fuf- 
ficienrly  encouraged  the  D:fco very  of  the  Longi- 
tude, nor  taken  proper  mealures  to  get  a  Pro- 
teftant  Pope.  But  this  I  mull  fubmit  to  the 
Judgment  and  Confideration  of  Wifer  and; 
Abler  Men  than  my  Self.     lam, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lord ihips,cf^. 
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LETTER    HI. 

H  E  Queftion  your  Lordlhip  is  pleas'd  to 
_  ask  about  the  Nature  of  Prerogative.and 
the  Extent  of  the  Legiflative  Power,  has  per- 
plex d  many  Great  and  Learned  Men,*  and 
might  in  a  Nation  that  did  not  enjoy  that  per- 
kdt  Liberty  that  we  do,  be  thought  perhaps  a 
Jittle  dangerous  to  Anfwer;  But  however  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  give  your  Lordfliipall  thefatis- 
fadion  I  am  able.  Prerogative,  arid  the  Le* 
giflative  Power,  were  allowed,  and  fettled  by 
the  Body  of  the  People,  for  the  better  fecurity 
and  advantage  of  Society :  They  are  Trulls 
for  the  PublickGood,  and  have  their  bounds 
in  Reafon,  and  the  Law  of  Equity.  The  End 
of  them,  was  the  Liberty  and  Safety  of  the 
Community  ;  and  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  Property.  They  were  the 
Creatures  of  the  People  ;  and  raisM  for  their 
DefenceJ  and  defign'd  for  their  Happinefs ; 
notwithllanding  what  the  Folly,  the  Flattery 
and  Corruption  of  fome  have  vainly  afferted 
to  the  contrary.  Prerogative  is  nothing  but 
Unwritten  Law,  left  to  the  wifdom  and  diC° 
cretion  of  the  Prince,  to  be  made  ufe  of  by 
him  on  all  extraordinary  Emergencies  of  State: 
'Tis  not  a  Lawlefs  Extravagant  Power  of  ad? 
ing  Arbitrarily ;  but  *tis  rather  an  allowed 
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CompHmental  Power,  that  the  Prince  may 
better  fliow  his  Wifdom,  Courage,  and  Con- 
duel,  in  the  Government  of  his  People,  in 
Cafes  that  can't  be  forefeen.  Could  Men 
have  provided  againft  every  Mifchief,  there 
had  been  no  fuch  thing  as  Prerogative  ;  and 
were  Princes  always,  and  unavoidably  Wife 
and  Good,  there  would  be  no  occafion  for 
written  Law  :  But  the  Vices,  Weaknefs,  and 
Follies  of  Mankind,  make  both  abfolutely 
neceffary.  1  he  Lcgiflature  is  the  whole  force 
of  the  Community  lodg'd  in  fuch  and  fuch 
Hands  ;  'Tis  a  Delegation  of  the  Rights  of  Ali 
tothe  Execution  of  a  Few,  whofe  Probity, Vir- 
tue,  Wiflom,  and  fupcnour  Qiialities,  have 
recommended  to  the  efteem  and  choice  of  the 
Multitude  :  This  is  the  Foundation  of  their 
Being  The  Powers  they  are  arm'd  with,  are 
the  Peoples;  and  all  that  Omnipotence  they 
arc  invelted  with,  is  ftill  but  the  Colledive 
Authority  of  the  feveral  Individuals.  The 
Enatling^  and  Execution  of  the  Laws  is  in- 
deed lodg'd  with  them ;  but  that  Original 
Power  thus  to  Enad  and  Execute ,  came 
wholly  from  the  People.  'Tis  a  matter  meer- 
ly  Confidential  and  Fiduciary,  and  whenever 
a  I.eg.flature  aQs  againil  the  important  Inte- 
reds,  and  original  Compad  of  the  People,  fo 
far  they  are  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Trull  5  fo 
far  they  ad  without  Authority,  and  are  An- 
fwerabie  to  their  Principals  for  the  violation 
of  their  Bngagements.    The  Dermtr  Rejort, 
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and  Summum  Jmperium,  is  ftill  in  the  People, 
and  they  are  Accountable  for  theUfurpation 
of  any  extravagant  and  pernicious  Powers, 
In  fuch  a  Tyranny,  and  unjuft  Domination, 
Mankind  have  a  Right  of  Demanding  Satis, 
fadion  from  their  Reprefentatives.  They 
may  Enquire  into  their  Notorious  Mifcondu£t, 
and  Examine  into  their  Fatal  Corruption. 
This  we  find  done  in  the  Time  of  Edward  the 
Second  :  T  he  Lords  and  Commons  had  made 
a  delegation  of  their  Power,  to  fome  of  both 
Houfes,  to  tranfaO:  the  Bufinefs  of  the  whole 
Nation.  The  joint  Authority  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  was  devolv'd  into  a  few  hands  ;  and  the 
Perfonal  Confidence  that  the  People  placed  in 
their  Reprefentatives,  was  transferred  to  others 
to  be  Executed  by  them.  This  Condud  the 
People  juftly  refented  ;  and  the  fubfequenc 
Parliament  declar'd  their  proceedings  illegal, 
and  contrary  to  the  Fundamental  Conftitution 
of  the  Nation.  And  indeed  it  fccms  highly 
reafonable  it  fhould  be  fo ;  for  fuch  a  volun- 
tary Abdication  from  Parliament,  and  Ab- 
fenting  from  Bufinefs,  muft  needs  be  Fatal,  ia 
giving  Defigning  and  Ambitious  Men  an  op- 
portunity of  Impofing  on  the  Publick,  and 
paffing  fuch  Laws  as  may  be  Deftrudive  of 
the  common  Liberty.  Whatever  Artifices 
crafty  Men  may  make  ufe  of  to  colour  their 
Arbitrary  behaviour,  yet  a  Free  People,  will 
know  when  they  areopprefs'd,  and  fhow  their 
Indignation  when  the  CommiiEon  they  have 
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glverij    is  not  exactly  and  rightly   purfued: 
Thev  won't  admit  of  an  overbearing  and  un- 
fatisfadory  Reply,  That  they  are  not  proper 
Judges  of  fuch  Tranfadions  •,  they  have  ftill 
the  fame  Beafon  and  Understanding  to  judge 
of  the  Condud  of  Men,  as  they  had  at  fii  fl: 
to  judge  of  their  Abilities.     If  their  Expeda: 
tion  is  nctanfwer'd,  they  will  murmur;  and 
thofe  murmurs  all  Wife  Men  will  think  it 
worth  their  while  to  endeavour  to  appeafe  and 
remove.     "W  hen  the  Roman  People  made  their 
Deeemvtrs,  they  armd  them  with  theTribu- 
nitial   and    Didatorial    Power.     They   gave 
them  the  whole  Authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth,  and  inverted  them  with  the  abfoluce 
Difpofal  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes.     Never 
had  any  fet   of  Men   a  greater    Extent  of 
Jurifdidion ;    arid    yet   what    deference  did 
thofe  firft  Decemvirs  pay  to  the  judgment  of 
the  People,  and  what  regard  to  their  Opinion 
and  Diredion?  They  well  knew  for  what  end 
they  were  inftituted,  and  how  their  Conduct 
would  beScann'd  after  the  expiration  of  their 
Oi5icc,  which  was  to  continue  for  a  Year.  They 
faw  the  Eyes  of  the  Common  wealth  were 
upon  them,  and  that  the  Favour  or  Contempt 
of  the  Community  would  be  beftow'd  upon 
them,  as  they  behav'd  themfelves  in  the  Exer- 
cife  of  thi?  unbounded  Power.    Livjy  that  ad- 
mirable Hiftorian,  and  Wife  Politician,  com- 
mends their  deference  to  the  Judgment  and 
Dircdiofl  of  the  People,  and  traalmits  them 
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to  Poftcrity,  in  an  Advantagious  and  Honout- 
kblc  light,  and  fetsthcm  in  an  happy  oppofiti- 
on  to  thofe  yileDscemvirs  that  fucceeded  in 
the  Adminiftration,  and  who  are  Infamous  for 
Subvening  the  Conftitution,  and  Invading  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country.  Thefe  Df^^wi/zr/, 
as  wc  have  obferved,  were  chofen  for  a  Year 
and  no  longer,  to  compile  a  Body  of  Laws 
for  the  better  Government  of  the  State.  The 
Roman  People  were  then  only  Honeil,  plain 
Men.  They  had  no  Luxury,  and  no  Subtleties, 
and  FinenelTes  of  Policy.  1  hey  had  a  mind 
to  have  their  Property,  and  their  Liberties  fe- 
cur'd  ;  for  this  reafon,  they  refolvM  to  have  a 
flanding  Body  of  Laws  to  refort  to,  to  afcer- 
tain  their  Rights,  and  take  away  that  Vagum 
jus^  that  may  be  apply 'd  to  every  occalion  that 
a  corrupt  Judge  fhall  think  fit.  Accordingly 
Uecemvirs  were  chofen,  and  the  Decern  TabttU 
that  were  brought  UoinGrec?^  wcreconfirm'd, 
Theie  Laws  were  fo  well  approved,  that  upon 
the  Report  that  there  was  a  Dericiency  of  two 
'Tables,  other  Decemvirs  were  appointed,  who 
were  to  continue  for  a  year  and  no  longer,  to 
make  the  CoUedion  ftill  more  compleat. 
Ihis  was  an  admirable  deiign;  but  tht  De- 
(e/nvirs  that  were  chofen,  were  different  from 
the  firft  in  their  Virtue  and  Moderation ;  as 
the  method  of  their  fcledion  was  contrary  to 
the  order  and  regularity  of  the  Precedent. 
Fadion  and  Ambition  prevail'd :  They  were 
no  fooner  in  PofTeiTionof  their  Office^  tut  the 
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fweets  of  unbounded  Power  put  them  upon 
trying  the  Extent  of  that  Power.  The  Inter- 
eft  of  the  People  was  no  more  regarded  ;  Their 
Properties  were  invaded,  and  their  Liberties 
infulted.  Freedom  of  Speech  was  now  a 
Crime,  and  Virtue  Fatal.  Fundamentals  gave 
way  to  Tyranny,  and  every  Right  and  Privi- 
lege fell  a  Sacrifice  to  rhat  Power,  for  whofe 
very  fake  that  Power  was  created.  The  fhort- 
nefs  of  their  duration  gave  new  force  to  their 
opprefTion.  But  at  latt  neceffity  put  them  up- 
on eftabhfliing  themfelves;  And  they  Rcfoiv'd 
to  continue  this  exorbitant  Authority,  beyond 
the  exprefs  Agreement  and  Limitation  of  the 
People.  Liv/s  Words  are  (o  Adinirable  and 
Elegant,  that  I  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe  them. 
Opinio^  fays  that  excellent  Author,  eti&m  fme 
Auciore  exieraf^  non  in  ^Yctfentis  modo  (emporis 
eos  injur iam  confpirafje  ledfccdus  CUndejltvum  in^ 
ter  ifjos  jure  jar  ^ndo  iciumy  ne  Comtt  a  hai>ere/2t . 
Terpetuoque  Decemviratu,  Poffefjum  femel  cbti- 
nerant  imperium  ,  Circum/pec^are  turn  Pafricio' 
rum  vultusj  Plebeii,  &  incie  LibertAtis  capure 
Aur^m^  unde  jervitutem  time»do,  i»  eumjlatum 
Rempublicam  adduxerant.  Primores  Patrum  odijfe 
DecemviroSy  eUiffe  Plebem^  mc  probers  qu£  fierenty 
dr  Credere  baud  tndignis  Acctdere,  Avide  ruenda 
ad  Lil>ertAtemy  in  i^ervitutem  EUpfos  juvare  nolle 
cumulare  quoqe  injuriar,  ut  t^tdta  prefenttum^ 
Prifi/nus  rerum  Status  in  Defiderium  venut. 
That  is,  There  was  a  Report  (^  which  after 
M^pear'^d  to  be  true  )  but  the  Author  could  not 

be 
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be  known,  that  the  Decemvirs  not  only  af« 
fccted  a  prefent  Tyranny,  butdefign'd  co  con- 
tinue themfelves  for  ever,  and  accordingly 
made  a  folemn  and  fecret  Combination  by 
Oath  for  this  purpofe.  The  People  caft  their 
Eyes  on  the  Nobles  for  Relief,  and  hoped 
they  would  lead  the  way  to  the  recovery  of 
their  Liberty,  and  the  Antient  Conilitucion. 
But  the  cheif  of  the  Nobility  hated  the  People 
as  well  as  the  Decemvirs  :  And  tho'  they  dif- 
approv'd  of  what  was  done,  yet  they  thought 
thefe  Calamities  were  juftly  fall'n  upon  the 
People,  for  the  Methods  they  had  taken  for 
their  fuppofed  Freedom  ;  fo  would  give  them 
no  help,  hoping  that  this  OpprefTion  would 
make  them  long  after  their  old  Form  of  Go* 
vernment.  Thus  Miferabie  were  the  People  i 
And  when  the  time  for  creating  new  Magi- 
ftrates  was  corhe,  yet  the  Decemvirs  ftill  exer- 
cis'd  their  Power,  and  refufed  to  Affemble  the 
People  for  a  new  El^clicn.  Idmy  fays  Livy^ 
ma'jji  venere,  NtiUts  juhrogatis  mugt^r&tihus* 
PriVAti  pro  Decemviris  ;  neque  animis  ad  imferi'- 
um  tnhtbendum  imminutis .  nec^ue  cd  Jpeciem  ho'^ 
nor  is  in^igmbus  Prodeunt^  Id  Regr^nm  h^ud  dff- 
hie  videri.  Defloratur  in  ftr^etuurn  LikerfM* 
Nee  viridex  Quifq^uxm  exifttt^  aut  Futurus  vide- 
tur,  Nee  ;/>//  joliirti  dejpot^derant  Animos^  fed, 
Cont£mm  ccrpti  erc.nt  a>  finitimis  popul;s,  3ut 
this  Arbitrary  Power  did  not  hold  ioxig  i  ^tiQ 
People  glorioiifly  atTerted  their  Libcrti^^Sj  and 
feverely  puniih'd  the  Infamous  Authors  oi  their 
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Oppve{Tion.  Thus  ended  the  Duemvirat,  a 
Power  that  had  been  capable  of  doing  infinite 
Service  to  the  Publick,  had  it  kept  within  due 
bounds:  But  being  ftrain'd  beyond  the  Limits 
the  People  had  prescribed  for  its  Exercife  and 
Duration,  it  was  aboliilrd  by  them  *,  and  a 
folemn  Relolucion  taken  never  to  create  ano- 
ther Magiftrate,  from  whom  there  could  be 
no  .'Appeal  to  the  People,  that  fo  by  their  inter- 
vention, they  might  Prevent  or  Redrefs  any 
Encroachments  thac  fhould  be  after  made  up- 
on their  Cnnftitution.  And  indeed  the  Roman 
People  were  fo  jealous  of  their  Rights,  that 
they  never  thought  themfelves  truly  fafe  till  a 
Law  was  pafs'd,  that  no  one  Hiould  be  Con- 
ful  two  years  together .  they  thought  the  com. 
pafs  of  a  Year  fufficienc  to  continue  any  Man 
in  the  fame  Employment  ;  and  had  rather  fuf- 
fer  the  inconvenience  of  a  good  Conful's  leaving 
his  Defigns  untinifli'dj  than  endanger  the  Con- 
ftitution  by  the  prolongation  of  Power  in  vi- 
cious or  ambitious  Han Js,  And  this  Tacitus 
obferves  was  theCond.  c:  of  T/^^y/^i,  no  in- 
confiderable  Politician,  m  relation  to  his  Go- 
vernours  of  Provinces:  tie  v. ell  knew  that 
the  continuance  of  Power  made  Men  unable 
to  refift  the  follicitations  of  Avarice  and  Ambi- 
tion, and  would  pur  them  upon  Daring  what 
0(h  .wife  they  had  not  thoak,htof ;  and  ot  Ex- 
ecuting what  lefs  time  mult  neceiTarily  leave 
Ifjipertect.  But  the  K.y»^4^.  People  re'igioufly 
obitiv'd  this  Maxim  ii^A M.ir^u^^s  time;  And 
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then  their  Fear  of  tlie  CimhLui  Invafion  made 
them  break  in  upon  their  Conliitutioji,  to 
choofe  Mtrius  their  Conful  two  years  lucccf- 
fively.  and  by  that  means  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  Ruining  the  Commonwealtli,  and 
paving  the  way  for  a  Perpetual  Didator. 
Many  wife  Nations  have  hkewife  aclcd  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  this  PoHcy  ;  the  G^ihs 
had  th'eir  Annual  Meetings,  and  formerly  our 
Eletlions  of  Parliaments  vvereevery  year  ;  but 
fome  Inconveniencies  appearing,  our  prefent 
Septennial  Ad  has  at  length  been  introduced, 
and  eftablifhed.  But  to  return  from  whence 
we  have  digreiled:  The  Collective  Body  of 
the  People  have  always  expefted  that  their 
Pacta  Convent  A  fhould  be  obfervM  ;  they  have 
fhow'd  their  Refentments  upon  every  Viola- 
tion ;  and  difcover'd  the  fatal  Power  of  aa 
iniur'd  and  incens'd  Multitude.  'Tis  danger- 
ous making  Experiments  how  much  they  will 
bear ;  Their  Love  and  Good- will  may  be  eafily 
oain'd;  Gentle  and  Jaft  ufag.e  will  make  them 
Friends:  And  a  Regard  to  their  Fundamen- 
mentals  will  infpire  them  with  the  utmoii  Ve- 
Deration  for  their  Patriots.  Look  into  the 
Hiftories  of  Grece^  and  take  away  Ambition 
to  alarm  them,  and  Adual  Attempts  upon  the 
Conftitution,  and  you'll  find  the  People  quiet, 
eafy,  and  fubmiflive :  Touch  that,  or  make 
any  approaches  to  Innovation,  and  you  raife 
their  fury  and  indignation.  Would  any  M^n 
apprehend  the  Athemms  had  common  Senf^ 
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for  tlie  uprdaf  and  confufion  they  were  in  upon 
the  Maiming  of  their  Mcrcnrtes  f  But  won't 
He   commend    their   Jealoufy,  and   applaud 
their  Refentments  ,    when  He    knows    this 
Aftion  was  defign'd  as  anIntrodu(5fcion  to  Ty- 
ranny,  and  to  try  how  far  the  People  would 
admit  of  an  Alteration  in  their  Form  of  Go 
vernment  ?  They  were  Tenacious  of  their  Pri- 
vileges, and   abhorr'd   the   leaft  tendency  to 
Slavery  :  And  whoever  attempted  to  continue 
lii^  Power  beyond  the  time  that  was  allowed 
hy  Law  and  common  Confent,  was  fure  to 
perifli  in.  the  undertaking,  however  Great  and 
Formidable  w^as  the  Intereft  of  the  Confpira> 
tor,   and  whatever  Reafons  of  Publick  Good 
\\'ere  pretended  for  the  neceflity  of  fuch  Con. 
du£i:,  either  from  the  Apprehenfion  of  For-, 
reign  Enemies,  or  the  Dread  of  Civil  Commo- 
tions.    Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  obey'd  your 
Commands,    and    told  ycu  what    my    Sen- 
timents  are  concerning  Government :    That 
it  was   rais'd   by  the  People  for  their  Bene- 
fit, and  defign'd  for   their  Happinefs  ;  That 
AH  might  enjoy  Liberty,  and  the  Comforts 
and  Conveniencies  of  Life:  That  they  might 
be  free  from  the  attempts  of  Crafty  and  De- 
ligning  Men,  and    better  refift  Opprellion  by 
the   Union   of   their  Hands,    and  Counfels. 
That  Laws  made  by  common  Confent,fhould 
be   pufi^lually  obferv'd  ;   That  their  Rights 
it>iglit  be  Frotecbed  •  and  Avarice,  Corruption 
and  Ambition  be  timely  and  fevercly  Punifla'd:. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  were  Mens  Notions  in  Antlent  times, 
when    Flattery    had    not   as   yet    prevail'd, 
nor     Corruption      enflav'd     Mens     Virtue. 
With  what  Contempt  had  thofe  brave  and 
honeft  Men  treated  a  Wretch  that  fhould  have 
dared  to  AiTert,  that  Mankind  were  made  for 
the  Tyranny  and  Lawlefs  Rule  of  One,  every 
way  perhaps  Inferior  to  the  reft?  One  Perad- 
venture,  that  hid  not  any  one  good  Quality, 
but  meerly  the  Accidental  good  Fortune  of 
bein?  Defcended  from  Worthy  and  lUufirious 
Anceftors,whofe  Wifdom  and  Virtue  had  defer- 
vedly  rais'd  them  to  the  highert  pitch  of  Power 
and  Authority.  Would  fuch  a  Wretch  have  been 
fuff^r'd  ^  Or  rather  would  not  he  have  been 
expeird  Society,  md  lofe  t^'^  Benefit  of  that  In- 
ftitutitution.whofeead  was  Liberty  and  Protec- 
tion from  Injuitice.  'lis  my  Lord,  our  Peculiar 
Happmefs  to  have   an  excellent  Conftitution^ 
where  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  all  are  fet- 
tled, and  Wiiely  fecur'd  ;  where  the  claims  of 
Power  are  nicely  ad  jailed,  and  Fundamentals 
EllabiiQi'd.      W^^  have  enough  of  Prerogative, 
and  not  too  much  of  Liberty.     Our  Body  of 
Laws  are  the  V  ifeft,  and  beft  Calculated  foE 
that  aqua  Ubertd^  lb  much  celebrated  by  Poli- 
ticians, that  the  Value  of  them  fliouid  be  more 
than  Gold,  and  the  Price  of  them,  more  than 
much  Fme  Gold,    hvd  'tis  a  greater  Happinefs 
to  fee  thefe  Lavs  executed,  and  our  Liberties 
defended.     We  have  a  Bill  of  Rights,  which  all 
our  Kings  muft  Recogmz-e  at  their  Coronation, 
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that  is  full  of  Wifdom,  Virtue,  and  Liberty. 
'Tis  fuch  an  invaluable  Colle£lion  of  our  Pri- 
vileges, that  it  fhould  be  read  Solemnly  by  us, 
as  the  Law  of  Mofes  was  by  the  Children  of 
JfraeL  'Tis  a  Law  of  that  Importance,  that 
it  can  never  be  inculcated  enough,  nor  theob- 
feivation  be  too  {lrri8:ly  requir'd  From 
hence  we  may  draw  early  Notions  of  the  Li- 
comparable  BlefTmg  of  Liberty,  and  have  pro- 
per Deteftations  of  Tyranny ;  From  hence  we 
ir.ay  dread  the  Terror  of  a  ftanding  Army,  and 
rejoice  in  our  freedom  of  Ele6lions  of  our 
Speech,  and  of  Petitions.  Let  Us  often  read 
this  Sacred  Depofitum  of  our  Rights,  and 
bring  up  to  our  Imagination,  thofe  Noble 
Patriots  that  eltablifh'd  them,  as  Addreffing 
themfelves  to  us  in  thefe  Emphaticai  Words, 
tho'     fpoken    on    a  more   Solemn    occafion. 

*  This  Bill  of  Rights^    Thou  jbdt  teach  dtligently 

*  unto  thy  Children  ;  aftd  Jha/t  talk  <f  them  when 
*■  thou  Stttefl  in  thy  Houje^  and  rvhe»  thou  wdkefi 

*  by  the  ivay^  and  when  thou  Ueji  doivn,  and  when 

*  thou  rijeft  up.  And  thou  jhall  bind  them  for  a  fgn 

*  upon  thine  Ha^d,  and  they  jhall  be  as  Frontlets  be- 

*  tween  thy  Eyes;  and  thou  Jhalt  write  them  upon  the 

*  PoJIs  of  thy  Houfe,  and  on  thy  Gates?  Theje  my 
Sons  are  your  Rights,  The/e  are  your  VnviltgQSy 
We  have  afferted  and  Ellablifh'd. 

THAT  the  pretended  Power  of  Sufpending 
Laws,  or  the  Execution  of  Laws  by  Regal 
Authority  wiJiouc  theconfent  of  Parliament, 
as  It  hath  beea  aiTumed  and  Exerciftd  oi  late, 
blllej^al.  THAT 
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T  H  AT  the  pretended  Power  of  Dlfpenfing 
with  Laws,  or  the  Execution  of  Laws,  by 
Regal  Authority,  is  Illegal. 

THAT  the  Commiffion  for  EreQing  the 
Court  of  CommifTioners  for  Ecclefialiical 
Caufes,  and  all  other  Courts,  and  CommilTi* 
ons  of  like  Nature,  are  Illegal  and  Pernicious. 

T  HAT  Levying  Money  lor  or  to  the  Ufe  of 
the    Crown,    by    pretence    of    Prerogative, 
without  Grant  of  Parliament  for  longer  time, 
or  in  other  manner  than  the  fame  is  or  fliall  be 
granted,  is  Illegal. 

T  H  AT  it  is  the  Right  of  the  SubjeiEt  to  Pe- 
tition the  King,  and  all  Commitments  and 
Profecutions  for  fuch  Petitioning,  are  Illegal 

T  H  AT  the  railing  and  keeping  a  ftanding 
Army  within  the  Kingdom  in  time  of  Peace, 
unlefs  with  Confent  of  Parliament,  is  againil 
Law. 

T  H  AT  the  Subjeds  which  are  Proteflants, 
may  have  Arms  for  their  defence  fuitable  to 
their  Conditions,  and  as  allowed  by  Law. 

THAT  Eledion  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  free. 

THAT  the  Freedom  of  Speech,  and  De- 
bates of  Proceedings  in  Parliament,  ought  not 
to  be  Impeach'd,  or  Queftion'd  in  any  Court  or 
Place  out  of  Parliament. 

1  H  AT  Exceffive  Bail  ought  not  to  be  re- 
quired ;  nor  Exceffive  Fines impofed,  nor  Cruel 
nor  unufuai  Punifhments  mflidted. 

THAT 
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THAT  Jurors  ought  to  be  duly  Impannell'd 
andReturn'd;  and  Jurors  which  pafs  on  Men 
in  Tryals  of  High-Treafoh,  ought  to  be  Free- 
holder?. 

THAT  all  Grants  and  Promifes  of  Fines, 
and  Forfeitures  of  particular  Perfons  before 
Conviflion,  a^e  Illegal  and  Void. 

AND  that  for  Rredrefling  all  Grievances, 
and  for  the  Amending,  Strengthning,  and  Pre- 
ferving  of  the  Laws,  Parliaments  ought  to  be 
held  frequently. 

THESE  are  the  Rights  that  we  have  pur- 
chafed  with  our  Blood,  and  defended  againd 
ArbitraryPower,and  the  Corruption  of  wicked 
Miniilers.  Do  you  preferve  them  with  the  fame 
Courage  and  Virtue,and  pioufly  Tranfmit  them 
to  your  Children.  Think  not  that  Liberty  can 
be  bought  too  dearly,  or  that  OpprefTion  can 
be  feared  too  much,  Beliill  your  Country's. 
Let  not  Hopes  or  Fears,  Rewards  or  Punifh- 
ments,  feduce  or  deter  you  from  its  Glorious 
Service,  Let  your  Deaths  be  Honourable,  or 
your  Lifes  Free :  Frequently  repeating  this 
noble  Sentiment,  M^hat  Pity  is  it,  that  we  cm 
die  but  once  to  jerve  our  Country^  But  before  I 
conclude,  let  me  here  pay  my  giateful  Ac- 
knowledgments, tothofe  Heroes  that  died  at 
Evejham  tor  the  FxpuKion  of  Foreigners,  and 
to  thofe  that  fought  for  Liberty ,  in 
the  Plains  of  Burton.  Let  mc  Remember 
thofe  tatriots  that  palt  the  Exclufion  BUI ;  Efta- 
felifi'y  itlie  Bill  of  Rights,  and  confirmM  the 
*  ^  A* 
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AS  of  Settlement.  Let  me  Honour  the  M^^ 
mory  of  thofe  brave  Penitents,  that  forfook 
with  Indignation,  the  fatal  Penlions  of  Charles 
the  Seconds  that  had  the  virtue  tobe  DiiTolv'd, 
and  Glorioufly  aflerted  the  Caufe  of  Liberty 
in  the  Depofal  of  King  James.  Let  the  Me^ 
mory  of  thefe  Patriots  be  ever  dear  to  Us; 
But  let  Us  Curfe  the  SpenjerSy  and  deteft  the 
Gaveftons,  Let  Us  abhor  the  Treachery  and 
Corruption  of  fome,  and  the  mean  Submillioa 
of  others  to  the  Oppreflion  and  Ruin  of  their 
Country.  Let  the  E^/pfotJS  and  the  Dudleys  bs 
ever  thought  on  by  Us,  with  Infamy  and  Ex- 
ecration, that  could  raife  their  Fortune  on  th^ 
Pillage  and  Plunder  of  their  Fellovi^  Subjeds, 
But  Hill,  as  a  Confolation,  let  Us  Remember 
and  Rejoyce,  that  the  Wages  of  thefe  Crimes 
were  Death,     I  am, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's,  &f^ 


/P*i»iii**!i»ii**«f"'!!S^»!^^ 


S  post! 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Humbly  ask  Pardon  for  detaining  you  any 
longer  :  But  on  Reading  the  London  Jour^ 
;m/,  1  could  not  but  obferve  with   pleafure, 

how  many  of  the  i^^ s  are  in  Places  of  the 

Greateft  Po  ver  and  Advantage,  and  rejoyce 
that  one  Family  is  capable  of  ferving  the 
King  and  Nation,  in  all  thefe  Important  Pofts. 
Such  an  Inftance  is  not  often  to  be  feen:  For- 
merly a  Prime  Minifter  would  think  He  had 
done    and    deferv^d  fufflciently  ^   if  he     had 
brought  Three  or  Four  of  his  Relations  into 
part  of  the  Adminiftration  :  But  now  we  have 
a  Generation,  like  the  famous  Fabii  in  Romef 
that  appear  All   together   in  the  Defence  of 
their  Country  :  Men  of  fuch  Spirit  and  Refo- 
lution,  as  to  Dare,  notwithftanding  the  Envy 
or  Oppofuion  of  their  Enemies,  to  undertake 
Employments  fo  full  of  Trouble  and  Difficulty; 
and  in  the  Execution  of  which  thtir  Behaviour 
will  be  fo  If  riaiy  Examin'd.     Some  Perfons 
indeed  may  think  that  this  Condud  is  not  al- 
together fo  proper ;    and  that  the  Policy  of 
enlarging  their  Intereft,  would  be  more  mit- 
able  to  their  Wifdom,  and  the  Expedtation, 
or  Vanity  of  the  World,  which  is  apt  to  flat- 
ter itfeif  in  fuch  Cafes,  with  having  a  fliare  in 
the  Profits  and  Honouts  of  the  State.    Thefe 
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opinions,  I  mufl:  own,  areforaetbing  plauiiblo 
and  they  are  only  fo  ;  for  no  one,  I  believe, 
will  give  any  great  regard  to  them.  Would 
Men  come  unprejudic'd,  and  difpaiTionate.  I 
would  venture  to  ask  them,  whciher  tiis 
ConduQ:  is  not  highly  Reafonable  and  Proper 
for  the  end  that  is  propofed,  I'he  Ife-rerGo- 
*vernnent  of  the  Nxtion^  The  knowledge  of 
Mens  Mannersj  Capacities,  and  fnclinations, 
creates  a  particular  rruli  and  Confiience;  it 
adds  new  Strength,  and  gives  a  greater  Force 
to  their  Union*  Such  a  Concert  is  irreltflible, 
and  like  the  Magick  of  Mechanicks,  produces 
Miracles  from  the  difpofition  of  its  Engines, 
and  the  knowledge  of  their  Forces.  When 
the  Latiries  had  Revolted  from  their  Obedience 
to  the  Romans^  each  Man  fiys  Ltvy^  chofc  his 
Relation  or  his  Neighbour  for  his  Companion 
in  the  War :  They  made  a  fotemn  Oath  to  be 
true  to  each  other,  and  Refolv'd  to  Conquer 
or  to  Die  together.  Thi  confederacy  coniiit- 
ing  all  ol  Relations,  or  Frieiidi>,  whjfe  Virtue, 
Valour  and  Abilities,  were  known  to  each 
other,  rais'd  and  animated  their  Courage,  and 
infpir'd  them  with  fuch  Sentiments,  as  had 
like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  Roman  Po  ver. 
Diftruft  and  Jealoufy  obftruds,  or  defeats  the 
beft  Defigns ;  but  mutual  Confidence  anfing 
from  the  knowledge  of  your  AlTociatu's  abili- 
ties, from  his  Virtue,  Courage,  and  other 
necefTary  Qualities  ;  muft  furmount  the  Great, 
^ft  Difficulties,  and   gain  every  Advantage: 

E  2,  Such 


C  30 


Such  a  Combination  makes  the  Intereft  of 
One,  the  Intereil  of  All.  Fheir  Motives  and 
their  Ends  are  all  the  fame  i  their  Counfels 
are  regularly  directed,  and  their  Conduft 
from  thenLe  is  fo  uniform,  that  no  Ambition 
or  Confederacy  can  difturb  them.     When  we 

fee    one    Brother  in    the  T ry,  another 

S— ryof  S te,  and  and  a  Third  P— M— r 

G- rai,  What  Invafions  can  we  fear  from 

Abroad,  or  what  Didinbances  at  Home? 
How  will  the  vigilance  of  One  be  beneficial  to 

All  ?    and   the  Intelligence  of  a  S y  be 

improvM  by  the  care  and  aififtance  of  the  Su- 
per Iniendant  of  the  Poft  Office?  What  ap- 
prehenfion  can  we  have  of  Treafonable  Cor- 
refpondences..  or  Seditious  Letters,  when  'tis 

oncu  known  that  G s  iV  —  /and  R — t^ 

W—t^  Efquires,  are  both  i3rothcrs  \  and  that 
one  is  tirft  Com  —  r  of  the  T — y,  and  the 
other P — ftiM— — rG — ^1?  *Tis  Happy  for 
us  that  we  have  xMen  for  fuch   Polh,   and 

Fofts  for  fuch  Men.      As  for  xVir.  W —'s 

Sor  .  or  Grandfons,  if  he  has  any,  we  can 
never  take  enough  care  of  them  ,  they  ihould 
be  early  initiated  in  the  Service  of  their 
Councry,  and  improve  thofe  Seeds  of  Virtue, 
iand  Publick  Spirit  that  they  inherit  from  their 
Noble  Father:  Let  one  be  Clerk  of  the  Pells, 
and  the  other  Infpedor  of  theCuiloms;  Let 
them  Leain  betimes  to  imitate  h:s  unconquer- 
able contempt  of  Money,  and  Pra6lice  his 
•Generous  Defence  of  Innocence  in  DiMrefs : 

And 
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And  may  thefeSons  beget  many  others  in  the 
fame  Ukenefs,  till  at  lail,  like  Barzi/Iai,  there 
may  be  Seventy  of  them  to  appear  before  the 
King.  As  for  my  part,  I  rejoyce  to  fee  fo  many 
worthy  Men  in  Office,  and  am  pleas'd,  like  the 
Noble  Spartan  in  Plutarch,  to  find  fo  many 
better  Men  than  my  felt  in  Pubiick  Employ- 
ments. I  can  iee  thele  Patriots  I  thank  God, 
without  Env\ ;  and  refled  that  I  have  no  (hare 
of  Power,  v^ithout  any  concern.  It  has  for- 
merly,  indeed,  been  made  an  Article  of  Im- 
peachment againft  fome  Great  Men,  that  they 
advanc'd  only  their  Creatures  and  ReUtioi.'S  * 
but  that  arofe  probably  from  the  hatrtd  che 
Nation  has  always  had  againlt  Favoui.tes,  or 
perhaps  the  Perfons  thusAdvanced,  were  really 
ualic  for  their  Employments ;  They  might 
have  no  Abilities,  or  Experience  rf  l^ufmefs  ^ 
or  perhaps,  what  is  wcrfe,  they  were  dif- 
honellin  the  Execution  of  their  Office  ;  but 'tis 
cthervvifii  with  us.     The  Illuflrijus  Family  of 

the /f^ -/areas  well  known  to  us  as  they 

are  to  each  other,  their  Views  are  the  fame 
and  their  Regard  to  the  Publick  equally  G«fie* 
rous  and  Laudable  ;  And  tho'  the  ProHt  ari- 
fmgfrom  thefe  Places  is  very  confiderable,  )et 
that  is  meerly  accidental,  and  has  no  weight 
with  Perfons  fo  difmterefted  .and  attacht  to 
their  Country  :  And  I  dare  Anfwer  for  thtra, 
that  they  would  continue  their  Service,  were 
their  Salaries  reduc'd  ;  fo  much  do  they  Love 
the  power  of  doing  good.     1  can't  make  an 

end, 
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end,  Without  dedring  your  Lordfhipto  inform 
ivhether  R — tlValpole  Efq;  a  Country  Gentle- 
man, that  was  Expell'd  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fome  time  ago,  and  committed  to  the 
Torvefy  for  his  vigorous  oppofit ion  of  Arbitra- 
ry Meafures,  has  the  Honour  to  be  Related 

to  R 1  W e  Efq;  now  firft  Commilli- 

oner  of  the  Treafury,  for  1  proteft  I  can't  tell  ; 
If  he  is,  All  true  Lovers  of  their  Country  hope 
He  will  be  taken  great  Care  of,    I  am, 

My  L  O  R  D, 

with  the  greateft  Refpe£l, 

Your  Lordfhip's,  d'c 
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LEtter  II.  Pag.  i6.  If  any  fhould  be  fo  Weak  or  PerverCe  to 
disbelieve  ic.  Let  him  Repair  xo  Bremen,  Read  any  One  5 
Let. III.  p-  XI.  Verduncy  KQiiFerden'^  in  Edward  tht  fecond> 
iUad  Kichard  the  lecond* 
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LETTER  I 


My  LORD, 
J^^^J;  T  is  a  very  Juft,  tho' a  pretty  com- 
j^r'^'*  mon  Obfervation,  that  the  Liber- 
«M^^^*  ties  of  a  People  are  never  in  fo  much 
Sirj'TS?*  Danger,  as  from  the  Adrainiftra- 
tion  of  a  Wife  and  Good  Prince  ; 
The  Care  He  takes  of  our  Interelis,  and  the 
Concern  He  fliows  for  our  Happinefs,  give 
him  a  particular  Right  to  cur  Confidence,  and 
claim  Extraordinary  marks  of  our  Efteemo 
We  think  we  can  never  do  enough  for  a  Per- 
fon  that  means  nothing  but  our  Advantage ; 
nor  truft  him.  with  too  much  Power,  who  we 
know  will  ufe  it  only  for  our  Service,  Hence 
.it  is,  that  the  Grants,  or  Permiflions  in  one 
Reign,  arc  made  a  Preiident,  and  Example  for 
another;  and  a  weak  or  vitious  Prince  ex- 
pedis  the  fame  Honour  and  Refped,  that  is 
paid  to  the  v/ifdom  and  virtue  of  the  Beit. 

A  Fiat^ 
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Flattery  will  eafily  tell  him,  He  has  the  fame 
Reafon  to  require  it;andCoiTuption  fhall  foon 
eilabliih ,  whatever  Ambition  ihall  defire. 
Thus  unfortunately  have  Free  Nations  Com- 
plimented themfclves  into  Slavery,  and  been 
made  fubfervient  to  their  own  OpprefRon. 
How  unhappy  are  Mankind,  that  they  muft 
guard  againft  the  beft  Men,  as  if  they  were 
their  greateft  Enemies  ;  and  ftifle  their  Grati- 
tude and  AfFedion  to  a  good  Prince,  as  if  he 
was  an  Oppreffor  of  his  Country.  Bur  yet 
fuch  Preca-utions  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  if 
Men  will  preferve  their  Liberties.  They  muft 
take  care  of  the  leafl  PoiBbility  of  what  may 
tend  to  Introduce  Arbitrary  Power ;  and  be- 
ware of  Gratifying  the  Expedations  of  the 
moi^  Virtuous  King,  for  fear  of  Authorizing 
the  Pretenfions  of  a  Bad  one.  They  fhould 
well  confider  the  Confequences,  and  Influence 
of  every  Legifiative  Act ;  and  Imagine  every 
Mark  of  new  Refpefl,  as  a  Breach  upon  their 
Antient  Freedom.  They  ihouid  Refled  upon 
the  Irrefiftiblenefs  of  Court  Favour,  the  Diffi- 
culty of  Denying  what  has  been  once  granted 
before  :  But  above  All  the  Flattery,  Ambi- 
tion,and  Corruption  of  Mankind.  'Twas  faid 
of  Jugujlus^  That  it  had  been  Happy  for  the 
Kornxn  People,  \^  he  had  never  died,  or  had 
been  never  born.  The  greater  part  of  his 
Reign  was  full  of  Art,  and  Popularity  ;  and 
the  Coniidence  that  was  placed  va.  him  prov'd 
latal  to  Romm  Liberty.    The  Fower  that 

was 
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was  Granted  him,  raisM  the  Expeclation  and 
Demands  of  his  Succeflbrs,  till  at  Jail  there 
was  nothing  left  for  the  People  to  beftow  ; 
till  their  Liberties  were  entire'y  Extind,  and 
their  Fears  of  Slavery  left  altogether  in  Abfo- 
lute  OpprefTion.  Auguftu^y  that  meant  no- 
thing but  the  Happinefs  of  his  People,  might 
well  be  trufted  with  that  unlimired  Power, 
that  was  put  into  his  Hands ;  He  might  well 
have  the  Arbitrary  Difpofal  of  their  Property, 
when  he  propofed  nothing  but  the  Eafe,  Pro- 
fperity,  and  Felicity  of  his  Sub)eQ:s ;  well 
might  the  Senate  Authorize  him  to  raife  xMo- 
ney  by  extraordinary  Methods,  when  thofe 
Methods  tended  only  to  the  Security andGiory 
of  the  Commonwealth.  But  Augu(ius  muft  die; 
and  Tihertu^  muft  fucceed  ;  and  Nero  andDd?- 
mitU?t  are  likewife  to  be  inverted  with  the 
fame  Powers,  and  Authority.  TheReignsof 
thefe  Emperors  are  fo  full  of  Folly,  Abfurdity, 
or  Cruelty,  that  we  can  fcarce  forgive  Au- 
gupu^  tor  fuffcring  that  Hxcefs  of  Power  to 
be  lodgM  with  him,  which  after  in  other 
hands,  RavagM,  and  Defac'd  the  Peace,  and 
even  the  J3eing  of  Civil  Society.  Could  the 
Senate  have  kept  the  Power  of  Creating  him 
Conful  or  Tribune  only  for  a  Year ;  the  fame 
Beoefit  had  accrued  to  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  fame  Dignity  to  Auguftus:  Then  there 
had  been  no  PreTident  for  the  Continuation  of 
this  unbounded  Authority,  nor  Introdudion 
to  Perpetual  Subjedion.     Succeeding  Empe- 

A  %  rors 
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rors  had  been  curb'd,  and  kept  \i^ithin  dd6 
bounds  ;  the  Power  of  Opprefling  the  People, 
and  Invading  their  Properties  had  been  then 
fecure  ;  and  Liberty  and  Virtue  might  have 
fiourifh'd  for  many  Generations  in  that  Noble 
RepubUck.  But  when  Mens  Fortunes  were 
no  more  fafe,  when  the  Pcince  might  raife 
what  Sums  he  pieas'd,  and  became  indepen- 
dant  of  the  People;  when  their  Frowns  or 
the  r  AfFe£lions  were  equally  regarded  »  what 
Inundation  of  Mifery  was  therefrom  Oppref- 
fion,  and  what  wantonnef^  of  Cruelty  from 
the  Infolence  of  Licentious  Tyranny  ?  In  vain 
they  caird  upon  Augufim,  his  Moderation  was 
their  Ruin ;  and  his  Power  their  Deftrudion: 
From  hence  we  fee,  that  'tis  eafy  to  Grant, 
what  can  never  after  beDenied ;  andtoEfta- 
bli(h  what  can  never  be  Repeai'd.  Corrupt  and 
befigning  Mini fters  will  take  the  Advantage 
of  every  Conceffion,  and  dravi^  fatal  Conle- 
quences  to  the  Ruin  of  a  People.  Permif- 
Jions  will  be  turn'd  into  Prerogative,  and  i 
bare  Acquiefcence  become  a  Binding  and  Irre- 
verfible  Law.  The  Power  of  making  War 
and  Peace  was  undoubtedly  at  firft  the  Birth- 
right of  the  Subjed  ;  as  moft  plainly  appears 
fi'om  the  Declaration  of  the  Ordeinors  in  the 
time  of  Edrv.ird  the  Second  :  Their  Commif- 
(ion  was  not  to  make  new  Laws,  but  to  tell 
the  People  what  were  in  Being.  They  were 
to  acquaint  them  with  their  Antient  and  Juft 
P^ights,  and  toeftablifh  to  all  Ages  their  Fun- 
damental 
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danlental  Privileges.     This  was  then  Affertedl 
to  be  their  Right.     But  indeed  it  feems  agree- 
able to  the  Nature  of  the  Conititutinin  ;   and 
to  be  confonant  toReafon,  that  the  Dircdion 
and  Execution  of  an  Affair  ^fliould   be   iSfd^'d 
with  thofe,  who  are  niot-e  particularly  cdrli 
tern'd,    that  the  Conducting  of  it  (liould  be 
Wife, and  Fortunate.     But  now  this  Power  is 
vefted  in  the  Crown,  ahd  becortie  an  EiTential 
Partoi  the  Prerogative,  vi^hich  at  firft  was  ei- 
ther a  mere  Permiffion,  or  an  Encroachrnent 
on  the  People.     There  is  a  ft  range  Infection 
in  the  Grants  to  Princes  ;  they  Taint  theCon- 
ilitution,   and   prove  Deftruftive  to  Liberty. 
Should  any  extrabrdinary  Emergencies  of  State 
arife,  the  Provifions,  like  the  Reafons  for  thofe 
Provifions,  Hiouid  be  only  Temporary,  andOc- 
cafiOnal  ;  nothing  that  fhouid  make  the  Prince 
independant  fhouid  be  allowV-1,  "tior  any  Pow- 
ers Granced  chit  rriay  fee  hicn  above  all  Appli- 
cation CO  his  People    .  Conftitutions  are   bell 
preiervM,  and  feciir'd  by  fuch  a  Concert   and 
Harmony ;    Diiiance    creates  Sufpition,   and 
Sufpition  always    brings  on  Enmity.     'Tis  a. 
ftrange  Perverfenefs  in  Mankind,  but  we  All 
Affed  independancy,  tho'  Nature  defign'd  us 
for   mutual  Succour  and  Afliftance  ;    we  ftiU 
ftrive  to  fiing  off  that  Confidence,    that  we 
fhouid  place  in  each  other,  and  defire  the  Abi- 
lity to  Opprefs^  tho'  we  never  put  tj^t  Powet 
in  Execution.     But  thofe  Princes  ^at   have 
imoft  confulted  thePublick  GoGf^,%^e  chofe 

to 
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td  receive  Obligations  from  fh^ir  People. 
Queen  EHt'^beth  whom  our  Hiftories  recom- 
mend as  a  Pattern  of  confummate  Wifdom, 
and  (incere  Affeftion  to  her  Subjedb,  took  a 
pride  in  being  Dependant  on  the  Love  and 
Friendfhip  of  her  People  ;  ^>he  was  fond  of 
Relying  on  their  Generofity,  and  Confiding  in 
their  Bounty.  And  indeed  the  Gratitude  of 
the  Nation  no  where  niore  fully  appears  than 
in  her  Reign;  for  her  Supplies  were  Greater 
than  had  ever  been  before  Granted,  and  by 
that  means  have  been  Eternal  Prefidents  for 
the  Demands  of  fucceedmg  Princes.  It  may 
femetimes  indeed  happen,  that  Good,  and 
B.^cellent  Princes,  by  unhappy  Oppoficion  and 
Fa(5lion,  may  endeavour  to  fecure  a  certain 
Competency  independant  of  the  People;  there 
may  be  fuch  a  neceflity  :  But  fuch  Cafes  are 
but  Rare,  %nd  a  Thoufand  Inconveniencies 
fliould  be  rather  born,  than  a  Pra£lice  intro- 
(iucM  that  may  be  capable  of  fo  much  Mif- 
chief  and  Misfortune.  How  wretched  and 
unhappy  had  we  been,  had  Charles  the  Second 
been  Allowed  to  raife  Money  without  Confent 
of  Parliament,  as  fome  of  his  Mimicry  mofl: 
^ntfamoufly  attempted?  Our Conllitution  had 
been  long  ago  Ruin'd,  and  our  Properties 
vefted  in  a  tew  hands,  and  faved  the  Ex- 
ecrable Villainy  of  the  South- Sea  Diredtors, 
and  iheir  more  wicked  Accomplices.  Had 
th^^re  been  fuch  an  Inftance  of  a  Grant ;  each 
SuGceffor  -no  doubt,   had  claiixx'd  the  fame 

for 
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for  Life,  and  perpetuated  Mifery  to  future 
Generations.     Thefe  are  Privileges   that  can 
never  be  reium'd,  or  refufed,  without  great 
Danger,  Courage,and  unfhaken  Probity.     Ho 
neil  and  Brave  Men  indeed,  would  fhow  their 
Refentments,  and  Exclaim  againft  fuch  fatal 
Power ;  but  their  Rage  would   be  Impotent, 
and  their  Zeal  Ineffectual.     The  Prevalence  of 
Corruption,  which  would  ftart  up  every  where 
from  fuch  an  £;?4^//;;^  Grant,  would  give  it  a 
iafting    Sanation  ;    Penfions  would   Debauch 
Mens   Virtue,    and  Debauchery  make  them 
Eafy,    and    Abjed  in  their  Slavery.     Had  t 
lived   in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  I  had 
certainly  oppofed  the  Grant  of  Tannage^  and 
Poundage  for  L//<?,  tho*  he  was  an  Excellent  and 
a  mofl:  Virtuous  King.     Or  had  I  fat  in  Parlia- 
ment in  his  Son  Henry  the  Sixth's   time,    I 
(hould    certainly     (  unlefs     I    had    been     a 
Penfioncr")  have  Voted  for  ih^  Rejumipi^  that 
Grant  tor  Lite,  for  his  weak  Condud  and  In- 
ability to  ferve  his  Country.     We  find,  and 
Experience,  that  this  Grant  to  Henry  the  Fifth, 
was  a  Leading  Grant ;  but  a^  Inftance  of  fuch 
a  Refumption,  as  there   was  from  Henry  the 
Sixth,  does  no  where,  that  I  know  of,  appear 
upon  Record.     But  to  what  end  my  Lord, 
ihould  an  Eftablifhment  for  Life  be  made, 
where  a  Prince  deligns  nothing  but  the  Hap* 
pinefs  of  his  People .?  If  he  has  a  Real  necefTity 
ibr  Money,  His  wants  will  be  fuppLyM ;  but 
an  Independancy  for  Ule,  may  produce  fad 

Con- 


(8  ) 

Coofequ.ences,  in  Enterprizing  and  Ambitious 
Hands,  and  very  much  endanger  the  fafety  of 
the  Conftitujion*  We  find  the  Parliament  in 
O^r/^jr  the  Firft's  time,  exceeding  Jealous  of 
their  Privileges;  they  thought  their  Rights 
invaded:  And  Infifted  on  a  iledrefs  of  Grie- 
vances before  they  would  Arm  him  with  a 
Force  for  Life,  to  make  their  Petitions  inef- 
feftual :  And  accordingly,  the  Tonnage  Bill 
'was  allowM  only  from  year  to  ye  at.  I  remeni- 
ber,  it  was  the  faying  of  a  Worthy  Patriot  in 
Kj^g  WilltAms  time,  that  he  was  al  ^vays  againft 
the  Sufpendcn  of  KhQ  HAha4  Corpus  A6i: ;  and 
oppofed  the  Eftahlt/hmefst  cf  the  Civil  Lift  : 
No  one  was  a  more  hearty  Friend  to  that  King, 
por  more  Zealous  for  the  Conftitution.  Could 
any  Prince  expett  fuch  extraordinary  Marks  of 
favour,  and  be  truiled  with  fuch  Power .  vi^ell 
might  that  Admuabie  and  Excellent  Prince 
be  trulied,  and  expeft  them,  whofe  Life  was 
one  continued  courfe  of  Virtue,  Honour, 
Liberty,  and  A^edionate  Regard  for  the  good 
of  his  Country.  But  lie  was  Apprehcnfive  of 
the  Example.  He  was  affraid  of  OpprefTion, 
and  dreaded  fuch  an  efFedual  Ability  to  Cor- 
rupt, and  the  confequences  of  this  Corruption, 
Poverty  and  Ruin;  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
that  we  might  fafely  trult  the  <abfolute  diC 
pofal  of  our  Lifes  and  Fortunes  in  the  Hands 
or  his  prefent  Majefty  ;  I  am  fure  we  might 
well  rely  upon  his  Wifdom,  Goodnefs  and 
Moderatipn.    But   my  Lord,    can    Remote 

Pofte- 


?ofterity  giv^e  us  the  afTurance,  that  the 
^next  Succeflbr  does,  of  Exercifing  all  thefe 
Virtues,  for  our  Intereft  and  Advantage? 
Wirliouc  fuch  AfTurance,  fuch  Confidence 
would  be  Fatal ;  and  pave  the  way  in  after 
Ages,  to  Opprellion,  Mifery,  and  Ruin.  Sa- 
cred HUiory  infocns  us,  that  Solomon  was 
fucceeded  by  Rehohoamy  whofe  Sceptre,  like 
the  Furies,  was  a  Whip  with  many  Scorpions. 
The  Roman  Hiftories  are  Black,  and  Dreadful, 
wich  the  Crirnes  of  their  Abandon'd  Frinces. 
But  let  Tibtrius  bp  their  Reprefentative,  not- 
withilanding  the  deteftabie  Flattery  of  Pater- 
cuius,  ''l\%cnu<^  whofe  Credit  is  Unquefliona- 
])!e,  will  inform  u^  ot"  his  ihanieful  PilEmula- 
tion,  and  wicked  Screening  fUncina^  the 
l^pyfoner  of  Gennanicus^  from  the  tjniverfal 
^Cry  for  Juiiice :  We  fliall  jind  him  ilothful, 
Retiring  froni  all  Bufinefs,  and  a4didtd  to  his 
Pleafurcs .  and  fee  hini  altogether  given  up  to 
the  Counfeis  of  Sjanus ,  chat  Abominable 
Statefman,  and  OppreiTor  of  his  Country. 
The  Sejucidae  are  all  Infamous  ;  and  the  Line 
Qi  Piolem}  ftiU  more  Corrupt  and  Execrable. 
JF  we.  look  into  our  oy/n  Annals,  How  few  of 
our  own  Princes  fhall  we  find  even  folerable? 
Ev Cii  EMvard  the  Firff,  and  Edivard  thQ  Third, 
invaded  the  Properties  of  their  5ubje£ls ; 
Henrj  the  Fifth  involved  us  in  unnecefTary  and 
deftruclive  Wai^  ;  He^^rj  the  Seventh  polluted 
jiis  Sacred  Hands  with  mean  and  unworthy 
Bribes  ;  Queen  Elizai?eth  too  far  extended  Pre- 
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rogative  ;  and  Charles  the  Firft  lavifli'd  im- 
menie  Sums  on  his  Favourite,  which  were 
fpent  in  Corrupting  the  Subje£l,  to  Encou- 
rage Fa£iion,  and  Introduce  Arbitrary  Power, 
The  Policy  of  our  Parliaments  has  been  al- 
ways Ihown  in  making  their Conceffions  only 
temporary  and  occafional  :  The  compafs  of  a 
Tear  has  been  thought  fufficient  for  the  trial 
ofany  Extraordinary  alteration  in  the  Con- 
ftitutioD,  and  by  that  means  the  Power  pre- 
fervM  of  making  proper  Regulations,  fhould 
any  unforefcen  JVlifchiefs,  or  Inconveniencies 
arife.  Nay,  my  Lord,  fo  very  Cautious  have 
our  Anceftors  been,  that  in  any  con(iderabl#, 
and  important  Matter,  they  would  firft:  Ad- 
vife  with  the  Body  of  the  People  before  they 
paft  it  into  a  Law ;  They  would  have  their 
Confent,  and  thought  themfelvcs  bound  in 
Juftice  and  Honour,  as  they  were  only  Reprc- 
fentatives,  to  Confult  their  Counties,  and  gain 
the  Approbation  of  All,  where  All  were 
equally  concern'd  in  point  of  Intereft.  And 
even  in  the  Cafe  of  Subfidies,  They  have  taken 
the  Diredion  of  their  Principals,  before  they 
would  give  a  Parliamentary  6andion,  for  fear 
of  Burdening  ,  and  DiftrefTing  the  Subjeft, 
whofe  Intereft  only,  was  the  End  of  their 
Commiflion.  But  I'uppofe,  my  Lord,  no  Pre. 
fident  would  be  ever  made  of  any  Extraordi- 
nary Grant ;  yet  when  Exceffive  Power  is  once 
Granted,  How  liable  is  it  to  be  abufed  by 
Crafty  and  Defigning  Statefmen,  who  have 
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nothing  of  the  PubUck  at  Heart,  but  its  Ho^ 
iiours  and  Revenues  ?  A  Prefident  perhaps  will 
beneedlefs;  and  the  prefent  JBxecucion,  de- 
ftroyall  po(!ibility  of  future  Oppofitiou.  Sueh 
Ufes  may  be  made,  as  may  prove  fatal  to  Li. 
berty  ;  and  fuch  Corruptions  introduced,  as 
may  make  Slavery  defirdle.  No  Grant  has 
been  ever  ob;am*d,  but  the  Good  of  the  Pub- 
lick  has  been  pretended  }  fomething  Uieful  has 
been  promifcd  ^  and  wonderful  Civihcies  have 
pafs'd  between  the  Prince  and  People.  But 
how  feldom  have  the  Canfiderations  of  thefe 
Grants  been  obferv'd?  V^h^n  Harry  the  Eighth 
had  a  defign  upon  the  Abby  Lands,  thefpeci- 
ous  pretence  of  the  Court,  was  the  Service  of 
the  Nation  ;  They  informed  the  Houfe,  t>iat 
no  King  or  Kingdom  could  be  fafe,  where 
there  was  not  a  fufficieni:  Proviiion  for  the 
King'.^  Revenue,  co  Dtknd  his  Subjedls  from 
Invaiion^  and  Infurrectioni  ;  to  Aid  his  Confe- 
deracy^ ,  a/id  Reward  his  v^ell  deferving  Ser- 
vants :  Phey  Reprefented  on  the  Grant  of 
thefe  Lands,'  the  Money  arifing  from  the  Sale, 
iLouid  not  be  converted  to  private  Ufes,  but 
expended  only  for  the  wellfare  of  the  People  : 
That  no  more  Subfidies  fliould  be  denlanded  ; 
but  a  Body  of  Forty  Thoufand  Men  fhouid  be 
maintam'd  by  this  Treafure^for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Conllitution,  and  the  Security  of  their 
Liberties.  The  Abby-Lands  were  Granted  j 
no  Good  was  done :  But  the  Money  was 
wretchedly  mifapply'd  ia  the  Luxury  of  the 
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Court,  and  Corruption  of  their  Dcpendant^c 
And  foon  after  an  Adt  was  rriade  to  fuppiy 
Deficiencies,  notwithflanding  thus  much  had 
been  fo  generoufly  Granted.  Bat  to  Sum  up 
what  has  been  faid ;  Prefidents  of  an  exrraor- 
dinary  Nat'ure  fliould  never  be  hiade  without 
an  'abfolute  Neceflity  ;  fliould  there  be  fuch  a 
KecefTity,  the  Feopk  in  prudence  iliould  be 
firft  Confiilted  ;  fhould  they  approve  them., 
yet,  if  it  be  pofTible,  the  PrOvifions  fhould  bt 
only  temporary  and  occafional  *,  upon  account 
of  Corruption,  and  Abufe  of  the  bell  In  Hi* 
tucions  But  whenever  fuch  Abufes  happen, 
Refumptions  fliouid  be  made;  and  all  proper 
Meafures  taken  to  free  the  People  from  Ycxa'^ 
tion,  Injury,  arid  OpprelTion.     1  am, 

My  L  O  R  D:, 

Your  Lord  (hrp'Sc 
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,.  My  LORD,      .  '"  ., 

1"^H  E  A6i  of  Settlement,   being  now   iri 
every  ones  hand,  and  its  Wifdom greatly 
celebrated  ;  my  Gratitude  to  thofe  noble  Pa- 
triots, tlHtconcrivM  and  pafl:  this  Law,  obliges 
me  to  pay  them  my  fincere  and  ]\ii\  Acknow- 
ledgments, for  their  Virtue,  and  publick  Spi- 
rit.    Never  furely  .was  there  a  finerftrain  of 
Policy,  than  in  thefe  ProvifioHo  for  the  Liberty 
and  Interefts  of  the  Nation.     1  lie  Dangers 
that  threatned  us,  from  Popery  and  Arbitrary 
Power,  made  the  Limitation  of  the  Crown 
in   a  Proteftant  Family  abfolutely  neeelTary; 
and  the  Inconveniencies  that  had  been  feen  in 
bur  own,  and  other  Nations,  in  the  AdmifH- 
pn  of  a  Foreign  Prince  to  the  Throne,  rcquir'd 
a  Suitable,  and  Proportionable  Remedy.     For 
thefe  Keafons,  that  mofi  Excellent  Patriot,  the 
Lord  Sommersy  caft  about,  to  rnake  fuch  an 
Eftablifhment  that  Ihould  be  Eafy  to  the  Suc- 
ceffor,  and  Ikheficial  to  the  People.     He  v/ell 
knew  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  could  never 
be  fufficiently  guarded  ;  He  had  feen  and  was 
>Vife  by  the  Misfortunes  of  other  Kingdoms  i 
and  gave  us  at  length  this  further  Security  for 
bur  Rights  and  Privileges.     Glad  was  that 
Incomparable  Man,  KingWiHiam^  ta  fhow  his 
Love  to  his  People,  in  his  kind  Regard  to 
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their  future  Happinefs.  He  faw  thefe  wife 
Limitations,  he  approv'd  them,  and  blefs'd 
the  Nation  in  the  Confirmation  of  them  The 
firft  an'd  moft  Important  thing  that  emp'oy'di 
their  Thoughts,  was  tlie  Care  of  the  Elk- 
bUfh'd  Church.  Rehgion,  they  well  knew^ 
took  up  our  greatcft  Regard,  and  challeng'd 
our  fmcereft  AfFe£lion.  This  Influences  our 
Alliens,  and  Direds  our  ConduQ:  Our  Be- 
haviour is  good  or  bad,  as  we  are  afFe61ed  by 
it.  And  Humanity  or  Cruelty,  Goodnefs  or 
Ill.nature,  areftill  Prevalent,  according  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  Impreffions  it  has  made  upon 
us,  Chriftianity  every  where  Recommends 
Peace  and  Charity  *,  and  propofes  our  Happi- 
nefs in  this  World,  as  well  as  in  the  next.  It 
would  moderate  the  fiercenefs  of  Mens  Tem- 
pers, and  make  them  Kind,  Beneficent,  and 
Affable.  It  teaches  Forbearance,  and  abhors 
Perfecution  of  every  kind  :  And  is  fure  to 
make  infinite  allowances  for  the  Opinions  and 
Errors  of  Mankind  which  are  Immaterial, 
Unavoidable,  or  EfTential  to  Human  Nature. 
The  Church  of  Engltnd^  wouid  Imitate  thjis 
pattern.  Our  Articles,  as  they  have  been  ex- 
blain'd  by  a  late  Incomparable  Prelate,  are  full 
of  Wifdom,  Gentlenefs  and  good  Nature. 
They  allow  Men  the  Freedom  of  their  Reafon, 
and  generoufly  encourage  our  fearches  after 
Truth.  They  claim  no  extravagant  Powers 
over  the  Confcienceof  the  People,  nor  Fetter 
the  Underftanding  with  Pend  Tejis,  and  en- 
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courage  Iniquity,  by  enlarging  the  Scene  fof 
Hypocrify  and  DiiTimulation.  Reafon  firft 
pointed  out  the  Reformation,  and  Policy  con- 
Hrm'd  ir.  We  are  now  happy  in  the  Confe* 
quencQsoi  Henry  the  Eighth's  PafTions  ;  in  the 
Concurrency  of  Interelt  in  our  Nobles,  and 
the  Jealoufies  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Had  not 
Love  and  Revenge  been  Predominant ;  had 
not  the  Abbey  Lands  allur'd,  and  the  fears  of 
the  Succeffion  from  the  Combination  of  Fo- 
reign Princes,  made  the  Defertion  from  the 
See  of  /^(5w^  altogether  necefrary,Super/lition 
and  Ignorance  perhaps  had  yet  prevailed,  and 
Cruelty  and  Perfecution  concurr'd  to  have 
Deftroy'd  all  Truth  and  Freedom.  But  the 
Church  being  Eflabiifh'd,  this  Eftablifhmeflc 
was  to  be  preferv'd.  The  Generality  u'ere  to 
be  regarded,  and  great  Deference  was  to  be 
paid  to  their  Opinions.  DaviU  and  Cardinal 
Bentivoglio  had  mform'd  them,  that  the  Prince 
ihouid  fide  with  the  majority  ;  They  had 
feen  that  HArry  the  Fourth  of  France^  was  ob- 
liged to  turn  Catholick  to  fecure  the  Poffeirioft 
of  the  Throne,  by  fupporring  Eftablilh^d 
Fundamentals  5  they  found  it  neceflary,  that 
Antient  Ufage  fhould  be  Countenanced,  and 
that  adhering  to  the  Church  of  EngUnV 
would  beft  promote  Peace,  and  draw  many 
over  to  the  Principles  avow'd,  and  encouraged 
by  the  Soveraign.  This  they  judg'd  proper 
to  quiet  Mens  fears  and  fufpicions,  and  pre« 
vent    thofe  Tumults  and    Dilorders  which 
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would  unavoidably  fqllow  ;  was  the  Princ^ 
of  a  contrary  Perfualion,  or  niaintain'd  Piin- 
ciples  different  from  thofe  of  the  majority  of 
hiS  People.  A  Religious  PopiOi  Prince  is  ine- 
vitably Damn'd,  if  he  does  not  Deftroy  Us, 
And  a  DilTencing  Prince  would  continually 
alarm  us,  and  be  always  attempting  conddera- 
ble  Innovations,  Such  an  Uniformity  then  in 
the  Prince  is  altogether  necelTary.  'Tis  his 
Intereft  and  the  Nations.  The  Church  ancj 
State  are  both  Interwoven  ;  their  Confficu- 
tions  are  built  upon  the  fame  Policy,  and  e^." 
adly  correfpond  in  the.reafon  gf  their' Efta- 
blifhments.  The  Governnient,  and  Subordi- 
nation of  both  agree  together^  Korean  que 
be  laid  afidc,  without  an  Alteration  iq  the 
other.  From  hence  then  we  may  fee  the 
Wifdom  of  the  fii*fi  Claufe  (p'^or  of  the  Policy 
only  I  here  treat)  That  whoever  comes  to  the 
PoffelTion  of  the  Crown,  (hall  join  in  Commu- 
nion with  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law 
Eftablifh'd.  Next,  my  Lord,  folio  \'s  the 
Claufe  that  relates  tp  our  Conduft  to  Foreign 
powers.  Therefore 'tis  Enaded,  That  when, 
ever  the  Crown  (hall  come"  tp  any  Perfon,  not 
})eing  a  Native,  that  this  Nation  be  not  obligee} 
to  engage  in  any  War  for  the  Detence  of  any 
Dommions,  or  Territories,  which  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Crown  o^  England,  without  cda- 
fcnt  of  Parliatiiento  This  is^  Provifion  that 
can  never  be  too  mi^ch  Adniii'd  and  ExcolPd  ; 
ihd  is  full  of  Wifdom,  and  Affc6tionar,e  coa- 
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cern  for  the  Publick  Wellfare.     The  Interefts 
of  Princes  continually  vary,  and  are  in  perpe- 
tual Mocion.     The  Ambition  of  One  puts  All 
into   an   Alarm.     Their  Pallions,    like  their 
Titles  are  Great,   and  Mighty,  and  are  fel- 
dom  capable  of  being  Quieted,  and  receiving 
Satisfaction.     Let  a  Prince  be  never  fo  Good 
himfelf  ^  Let  him  be  never  fo  Peaceful,  Reli- 
gious and  Humane  ;  Let  him  obferve  Trea- 
ties, and  keep  his  Faith  with  Neighbouring 
Potentates  ;  yet  if  any  of  thefe  are  Enterpri- 
zing  .    If   Ambition,  Vice,   or  Ignorance  of 
true  Policy  once  take  poifefTicn  of  them  ;  Ho\y' 
foon  will  the  Scene  change  j  and  Death,  War, 
and  Defolation  ravage  the  Peace  of  Countries  ? 
Since  the  Views,  Tempers,  and  Inclinations 
of  Princes  are  fo  Different;    fo  often  fhift- 
ing,    and    blown  about  with  the  breath  of 
Flattery,   or  Intereft  ,•  How  wifely  Do  we 
Guard  againft  Engaging  in  Competitions  of 
this  l^Jature,  and  fhun  all  Difputes  unneceffary, 
or  prejudicial  to  our  Real  Advantage  ?  SpAtii- 
m  a  great  meafure  owes  its  Slavery  and  Op- 
preflion  to  this  Misfortune.     Charles  the  Fifth 
in  his  defigns  on  France^  in  hi^  Infurredions 
in  Fla/iders^  and  Attempts  on  the  German  Prin- 
ces, impoverifh'd  thofe  Noble  States,  of  At' 
rago»^  PalenciA^  and  Cajlile  ;  and  finally  intro- 
duced on  that   Impoverifliment  ,    Arbitrary 
Power,    and  Deihudive    Tyranny.    They 
jurtly,  and  wifely  indeed  at  firft  Remonftrated^ 
that  they  would  grant  no  Moaey  without  a 
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kedrefs  of  Grievances,  of  which  this  of  Ert- 
gaginf^  them  in  Foreign  Wars,  was  one  of  the 
ch^f  •.''But  their  Complaints  were  httle  regard- 
ed, when  He  was  fupported  by  a  formidable 
Army,  and  a  Corrupt  majority  in  one  of  their 
Cortes.     When  Phtlip  the  Second,  Married 
our  Queen  M.«7,  that  fubtile  PoUtician  Gardi- 
ner, look  care  to  provide  in  the  Marriage  Ar- 
ticles,   that  all  Places  of    Truli  and  Profit, 
fiiould  ftill  be  in  the  hands  of  tlie  E^tgiijb,  and 
that  the  Nation,  fhould  not  be  engaged  in 
every  War,  where  he  was  concern'd,  without 
conferit  of  Parliament.     Thefe  Articles  have 
been  always  celebrated  by  Hiftorians,    and 
efteem'd  Prefervatives  of  this  Noble  Conftitu- 
tion.     But  notwithftanding  thefe  Regulations, 
yet  thofe  Sums  of  Money  that  Philtp  diftribu- 
ted    deftroy'd  thofe  admirable  ProvifiOns,  and 
gain'd  the  AlTiftance  of  a  Corrupted  Parlia- 
ment,   to  engage  us  in  a  War  with  France, 
which,  notwithitanding  our  Succefs  at  firft, 
prov'd  prejudicial  to  us,  and  put  an  end  to  all 
our  Poffeffions  in  that  Country,  in  our  Lofs  of 
Caiais,     The  third  Claufe  is,  That  noPerfon, 
who  fliall  hereafter  come  to  the  poffelTion  of 
this  Crown,  fhall  go  out  of  the  Dominions  of 
EngUnd,    ScotUnd^    ox  Ireland,  without   Con- 
fent  Qi  Parliament.     My   Lord,    I  am  now 
upop  a  tender  point,  becaufe  the  Legifiature 
has  thought  fit  to  Repeal  this  part.     But  in- 
deed the  Reafons  of  State  continually  alter, 
and  that  ihall  be<ipod  Policy  at  one  junaure, 
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that  fhall  be  Ruinous  at  another.  The  Reflex- 
ion, I  remember,  I  made  formerly  upon  this 
Branch, was,that  thisPrdvifion  was  made  mere- 
ly for  the  fake  of  the  People  ;  abftra£ledly  and 
abfolutely  for  their  Advantage.  It  had  been 
feen  in  the  time  of  Phtlip  the  Second,  that 
FUndets  fuffer*d  infinite  Calamities  from  the 
Abfence  of  their  Prince  ;  That  Spain  under 
Charles  the  Fifth,  and  Germxny,  and  the  Low- 
Countries  in  their  turfls,  were  miferably  difor- 
der'd  by  the  fubftitution  of  Governors  un- 
equal to  the  Charge  of  fuch  mighty  Nations : 
It  appeared  that  thefe  Lieutenants,  or  Cufiodes 
Regm,  were  Ambitious,  Ignorant,  or  Cor- 
rupt; that  they  were  aduated  by  Avarice,  or 
mean  Purfuits,  and  Infolently  made  ufeof  that 
Extent  of  Power  in  the  violation  or'  the  Laws, 
and  oppreflion  of  the  People.  It  was  well 
confider'd,  that  their  Wealth  by  this  means 
was  exported,  that  Trade  decay'd,  incompati- 
ble Interefts  were  encouraged,  and  every  la- 
convenience  and  misfortune  introduced,  that 
make  a  neglected,  impovenfhVI,  and  difcon- 
tented  People  ftill  more  mifcrable.  But  the 
Preamble,  my  Lord,  of  this  Ad  of  Repeal, 
has  furnifh'd  me  with  fome  Reafons,  which 
before  had  efcapM  my  obfervation ;  and 
thofe  are,  a  Great  Regard  to  the  Kino-'s 
Foreign  Interefts,  and  the  undoubted 
Right  and  Privilege  of  our  Kings  to  be  free 
and  unreftrain'd.  Thefe  Reafons  are  certain- 
ly to  ,^ have  their  proper  weight.  But  with 
^•"  C2  fub. 
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fubmifnon,    my  Lord,    every  Limitation  iii 
this  Ad.,  is  a  Reftraint  of  Prerogative,  and  art 
Abridgment  of  the  King's  Abfolute  Freedom* 
But  upon  thefe  Confiderations,  His  Majefty 
has  an  entire  Liberty  of  Leaving   the  King- 
dom vi^hetiever  lie  thinks  fit.     But,  my  Lord, 
had  not  we  had  the  good  Fortune  to  have  been 
blert  with  fuch  an  Excellent  and  Admirable 
Prince,  to  be  His  Majefty's  Delegate  and  Suc- 
ceffor,  I  am  perfuaded,  tho'  our  Duty,  and 
Honoui  to  the  King,  are  exceeding  Great,  we 
fliould  have  had  that  Regard  for  our  felves  as 
to  have  kept  this  Branch  in  force ;  We  (hould 
riever  have  confented  to  expofe  the  wellfareof 
the  l^ation,  to  fuch  dreadful  Dangers  of  Plots 
at  Land,  and  Storms  at  Sea;  and  have  been 
fo  partial  to  oarowil  Happinefs,  that  nothing 
Ihould  liave  prevail'd  upon  us  to  lofc  one  mo- 
ment, the  poirdTion  of  fo  Gracious,and  foGood 
a  King,  But  indeed  we  have  received  fo  much 
benefit  from  this  Repeal,  in  thofe  Treaties  and' 
Negotiations  by  this  means  concluded,   that 
we  can  never  be  fenfible  enough  of  tlie  Blei- 
fingof  thi^  Abrogation,  nor  thank  his  Good- 
Bcfs  and  Coui°age  for  Hazarding  Himfelf  fo 
Greatly  merely  for  our  Service  and  Advantage, 
The  fourth  Claufe  is,  That  all  Matters  rela- 
ting to  the  well  Governing  of  the  Kingdom, 
cognizable  in  the  Privy  Council  by  the  Laws 
of; the  Land,  fhall   be  tranfadcd  there;  and 
all  Refolutions  taken  thereupon,  Oiall  be  ^ign'd 
by  fuch'of  the  Privy  Council,  as  fhall  AdVi/e 
■  '  iand 
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anJConfent  to  the  fame.  This,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  is  one  of  the  Fineft  Provifions  in 
the  World  againft  Ambitious  and  Enterprizing 
Miniftcrs.  Itconfiltsof  two  Branches;  one, that 
the  Privy-Council  determine  in  their  proper 
Place,  the  Bufinefs  that  belongs  to  them,  topre- 
vent  all  Ciandeftirie  Meetings  of  Caballing 
Statefmen  \  arid  the  other,  that  each  Piivy- 
Coimrellor,  ilaall  Sign  the  Advice  he  gives,  to 
hinder  any  extravagant  and  pern'cious  Refolu- 
tions,  by  making  the  Authors  appear,  and 
therefore  liable  to  anfwcr  for  theConfequences 
of  thole  Refolutions,  This  is  diredly  levell'd 
againft  all  Favourites  j  who  have  often,eithcr  to 
Indulge  their  own  Defigns,  or  thofe  of  their 
Prince,  in  a  fecret  manner  advifed  the  Intro- 
duftion  of  Arbitrary  Power,  the  Sale  of  Im- 
portant  Places  to  Foreign  States  violent  Sei» 
zuresof  Property,  Declarations  of  unnecefTary 
and  Deftru(ftive  Wars,  or  confented  to  an  In- 
famous and  Execrable  Peace,  and  conftantlv 
promoted  thofe  Counfeis  that  hav^  been  fatal 
to  the  true  Interefts  of  the  Nation,  and  been 
the  occafion  of  much  iMifery  and  Calamity. 
In  the  Reigns  of  C^-ir/e-',  and  J^.mes^\\Q  Second, 
many  wicked  and  Tyrannical  things  were 
Advifed  and  Executed.  But  when  the  World 
begun  to  be  alarm'd  at  fuch  proceeding? :  The 
Privy  Counfellors  endeavoured  to  fling  off  the 
Odium  from  themfelves,  and  pretended  either 
that  they  had  given  contrary  Advice,  or  elfe 
that  they  were  Abfent  at  the  time  when  thefe 
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Refolutions  were  made.     To  Remedy  there^ 
fore  thefb  Mifchiefs,  this  Noble  Claufe  was  irj- 
ferted.  And  indeed  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary. 
The  l^ehaviour  of  Minifters,is  Co  remov'd  fronl 
the  Day  light,  even  of  good  Underftandings . 
is  fp  full  of  Art,  Finenefs,  and  Management, 
(hat  wc  can  never  have  Security  eriough  for 
their  good  Conduct,  State  Contrivances,  like 
White  Powder^  efFeSqally  deftroy,  but  make 
00  Report.     We  may  be  RuinM  and  Enllav'd, 
and  the  Aclor  lland  (o  far  behind  the  Curtain, 
that  he  can  never  poflibiy   be  known  :  Bat 
cow,  niy  Lord,  fhould  any  Privy  Counfdlor 
give    his  Advice^   that  Meafures   fhould    be 
taken,  to   get  Parliamentary.  Sanctions,  that 
j(l30Lild  make  the  Prince  Independarit  of  his 
i\^plQ;  that  Irrimenfe  Sums  fhould  be  raisM, 
to, enable  Kis  MinUters  to  bribe,  and  corrupt 
the  SubjeOr,  and  by  that  means  make  further 
Inroads  on  o  ir  Property  ;    that    the    Smyrna, 
Fleet  ilijuld  be  attacked,  without  any  previous 
Dteclarat^pn  of  War  ;  that  our  Fortunes  and 
Etlates  fhould  be  violently  feized,  or  more  in- 
famoufly  taken  from  us  by  the  Specioufnefs  of 
Vile  Fraud,  and  fuch  Fraud  openly  avow'd, 
ittr    Artfully    Defended ;   fhould   Dunkirk   be 
Bafely  delivered  lipj  fliould  Arbitrary  Power 
be  CounfelPd  to  be  introduced  by  Pen  (ions  ; 
and    a    corrupt    Parliament    continued    for 
Eighteen   years:    Should,    niy   Lord,    fuch 
Counlel  be  ever  given  again,  either  by  a  Fa- 
vourite, or  a  Cabal,  either  from  the  Igno- 
rance 
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i*ance  of  the  true  Interefts  of  the  Nation,  or 
SwayM  by  the  Artifices  of  Foreign  Mmiiters  ^ 
then  by  this  Claufe  fuch  Privy- Counfellors, 
(land  expofed  to  our  Refentmentsi  they, 
their  AccompUces,  their  Screens,  and  all 
Affiftants,  or  Favourers,  make  themfelves 
Hable  to  our  Rage  and  Indignation,  and  will 
undoubtedly  in  s^U  fuch  Cafes  Rouze  the 
Vengeance,  of  a  Jealous  Parhament,  in  de- 
mandmg  Juftice  by  a  Warm,  Laudable,  and 
NecefTary  Impeachment :  An  Impeachment, 
that  by  a  Subfequent  Claufe  muft  be  altogether 
effedual,  the  Prince  not  being  capable  of  Fai- 
doning  their  Offence:  An  Impeachment,  that 
v/ould  fave and  repyce  their  Injur'd  Country, 
and  make  them  Venerable  to  Remote  Pofte- 
rity  ;  and  the  -negled  of  which  may  perhaps 
involve  them  in  the  fame  Guilt,  and  make 
them  Partakers  of  their  Crimes,  Infamy  and 
certain  Ruin.  Thus  Wife  and  Excellent  is  this 
Provifion  againft  Crafty  and  Defigning  Mi- 
niliers.  Next  follows  the  Claufe,  That  nor 
Alien,  tho'  Naturalized,  fliall  be  capable  of 
being  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  Member  of 
either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  Enjoy  any 
Office  or  Place  of  Truft,  Civil  or  iVliitary  ; 
or  have  a  Grant  of  Lands,  Tenements,  or 
Hereditaments,  from  the  Crown  ro  H&mfelf, 
or  others  in  Truft  for  him.  Can  any  thing 
be  more  Exprefs,  Comprehenfive,  and  more 
Guarded?  Can  this  Law  be  capable  of -being 
evaded?  Ixhmk  doc,  Unlefs  the  Ciiildi:en  of 
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Foreign  Ladies,  that  fhail  be  made  PeerelTeSj 
JQiall  be  allow'4  tlie  Honour  of  a  Seat  in  Far, 
iiament.     The   Policy  of  this  Branch  is   Ex- 
ireanily  Plain  and   Evident.     It  has  been  a 
ftanding   Maxim  for  thefe  laft  Ages  in   the 
Church  of  Rowey  which  I  take  to  be  the  Pat- 
tern of  RefinM  PoHticks,  never  to  admit  a 
Jefuitj  or  a  Foreigner  to  the  Papal  Chair,  but 
always  to  choofe  one  of  their  own  Country= 
The  Conclave  would  otherwife  be  full  of  Fo- 
reign Cardinals,  or  thofe  of  that  Order,  and 
for  ever  exclude  the  Italians  from  any  preten- 
fions   for    the  future.     Power,    Honour  and 
Profit,  would  be  turn'd   into  other  Channels, 
and  many  Pradices  wpujd  perhaps  be  fet  on 
foot,    that  might  endanger  their  fine  fpun 
Syftem,  and  mtroduce  rnolt  Fatal  Innovations. 
All  Men  have  a  partiality  to  their  Country,  let 
the  Motives  and  Caufes  be  what  they  will  5 
either  a  Prejudice  for  their  Wifdom,  Affe6lion 
to  their  Perfons,  or  a  Regard  to  their  own 
Safety  in  a  powerful  and  ftrid  Combination  • 
They  are  all  fure  to  feek  the  Afliilance,  and 
encourage  the  Purfuits,  of  their  owii  Nation. 
The  Senate,  under  fome  of  the  Rorrun  Eni- 
perors,  that  v/ere  Foreigners,  (for  lb  J  call 
the  Galls^  Germans^    and  the  Northern  Hive^ 
tho'  all  the  Empire  was  made  free  of  Rome^  if 
J  miftake  not,  by  Marcus  AntoninHs)  was  fill'd 
With  thofe  of  their  Refpedive  Countries.  This 
induced  Contempt,  made  the  other  Senators 
weak,  and  inconiiderable,  and  was  the  occa- 
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fion  of  much  Animofity  and  Diforder.  And 
indeed  it  feems  to  be  unavoidable.  For  Fo- 
reigners having  no  Knowledge  of  the  true 
Interefts  of  fuch  a  State,  or  if  they  had,  would 
(how  perhaps  but  little  Regard  to  it,  for  the 
moft  part  bring  with  them  incompatible 
Views,  and  prornote  Cgunfels  deftruaive  of 
the  Happinefs  and  VVellfare  of  the  Kingdom. 
They  attend  to  nothing  but  their  own  Profit, 
and  Enrichment,  in  taking  Bribes,  and  felling 
Court  Favour :  They  are  intent  upon  obtain- 
ing feme  extrayagant  beneficial  Grants,  and 
have  nothing  lefs  at  Heart  than  the  Profperity 
of  their  Country,  where  they  are  privileged 
to  Refide.  They  confider  fuch  a  State,  as  the 
I/raeiites  did  the  Egypti^ns^  Admirable,  and 
Lawful  Plunder,  and  Rejoyce  in  their  Spoils, 
as  Providential  Concelfions.  Let  the  Duke  of 
Alva  in  FUnde^Sy  and  Philip  de  Che^erSf  Charles 
the  Fifth^s  Prime  Minilter  in  Spaipt,  witnefs 
this  truth.  Let  theni  teach  the  World  by  their 
Conduct,  that  Rapine,  Cruelty  and  Arbitrary 
Power,  are  the  neceflary  efte<25  of  Foreign 
Counfels.  Let  them  juftify  the  wifdom  of 
this  Limitation,  and  inculcate  its  (trifit  cbfer- 
vation.  What  Confufion  and  Calamities  were 
brought  upon  the  Nation  in  King  Stephen's 
time,  by  his  Statefmen  that  were  Aliens? 
Were  not  their  Infolence,  Avarice,  and  Am- 
bition infupportable  ?  And  did  not  thofe  Ani- 
mofities  end  in  an  Infurredion  ?  Thofe  Grie- 
vances were  Exceflive,  and  the  Relentments, 
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Jufl:,  and  proportionM  to  the  Offence.  Wifely 
then  did  Gardiner  m  Queen  Marfs  time  infift 
on  this  Condition,  and  Happy  were  the  Con- 
fequences  of  that  Prudent  and  Reafonable 
Regulation.  The  next  Branch  is,  That  no 
Perfon,  who  has  an  Office,  or  a  Place  of  Pro- 
fit under  the  King  ;  or  receives  a  Fenjion  from 
the  Crown,  fhall  be  capable  of  ferving  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  How 
'Wife,  and  Excellent  this  Provifion  is,  would 
be  almoft  Impudence  in  me  to  pretend  to  point 
out .  *tis  fuch  a  Fundamental,  and  fo  Glorious 
a  Bulwark  to  our  Liberties.  *Tis  full  of  Wif- 
dom,  Virtue,  and  Publick  Spirit.  'Tis  faid 
of  one  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  that  He  order'd 
that  noble  Precept  of  the  Gofpel,  Do  as  you 
wculd  be  done  by,  to  be  Grav'd  in  Gold,  and 
fix'd  up  in  Publick.  This  Claufe  in  Brafs,  fet 
up  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  laft  full 
as  long,  and  be  an  Admirable  Remembrance 
and  Incitement  to  Pofterity,  to  imitate  the 
Probity  of  their  Great  Forefathers.  This  can 
never  be  too  much  Read,  Talk'd  of,  and  In- 
culcated* Hence  Corruption  is  Banifh'd,  ^nd 
Virtue  Defended;  Liberty  triumphs  over  Am- 
bition, and  Avarice  yields  to  Publick  Spirit. 
This  therefore  is  the  Prefervative  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  and  a  Guard  againfi:  the  Great  Stand- 
ing Army  of  a  Deligning  Court.  The  firft 
part  is  to  Defend  us  agaixiit  Perfons  in  Places  of 
Profit  and  Advantage.  Thefe  may  be  call'd 
the  Heavy  Arm'd  Foot,  a  Force,  that  is  not 
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eafily  Routed*  The  Second  is  againft  Penfion- 
ers,  whom  we  may  juftly  Range  under  the 
Light  Horfe,  or  Dragoons ;  Perfons  that  by 
long  Exercife  can  Mount,  or  Difmount  readily 
at  Command.  Thefe  are  not  Quite  fo  Dreadful 
as  theHeavy- Arm'djbecaufe  they  have  not  that 
ftrength  of  Multitude,  which  the  others  have ; 
for  the  Foot  being  compleat,  and  ftrongly 
united  within  themfelves,  receive  new  force 
from  their  Numbers,  and  become  Terrible  by 
the  Addition  of  frefli  Supplies,  and  Potent 
Auxiliaries.  But  the  Horfe,  by  being  fre- 
quently upon  Parties,  and  Forraging  at  a 
Diftance,  are  often  cut  oflP,  and  their  Service 
ever  after  is  entirely  loft.  Therefore,  my  Lord, 
I  fay,  tkat  Perfons  that  have  Places  of  Profit, 
are  more  Dangerous :  They  have  always  great 
Numbers  of  Dependants .  their  Power  fpreads 
wide,  and  commands  an  Abfolute  Submiffion 
from  their  Adherents,  A  Penfioner  has  no- 
thing but  his  Stipend  ;  He  has  no  opportuni- 
ties of  receiving  Application,  or  Gratifying 
the  Expedations  of  the  People;  He  has  no- 
thing to  beftow,  and  confequently  will  be 
troubled  with  few  Petitioners.  Therefore  this 
Claufe  juftly  gives  thePrecedence  to  the  Gentle- 
men of  profitable  Pofts:  They  are  Rank'd  firft  ; 
and  their  Influence  and  Power,  is  principally 
to  be  guarded  againft.  Upon  this  Ground,  IPro- 
fefs,  laivvays  conftrued  this  A£t,  as  anAbfo- 
folute  Difqualification  of  fuch  Feudatories,  and 
not  an  Occafional  Vacating  of  their  Seat  in 
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Parliament.  But,  my  Lord,  I  have  been  m- 
fdrni'd,  that  the  Houfe  has,  made  a  moft  Inger 
nibus  arid  txcellent  Expblitiorl  of  this  Part]; 
and  Refolv'd  thatfuch  an  Acceptance, (ball  on- 
ly caufe  a  new  Eledion :  But  yet  the  fame  Pec- 
fpn  may  be,  and  I  may  fay,  (hall  be  chofe  a- 
gaiii ;  without  this,  the  Court  would  lofe  the 
AfHftarice  of  their  Ahlcft  Men  |  and  be  un- 
done by  their  Friend fBijD,  and  Gencidfity  5 
^yhich  would  exceedingly  grieve  all  true  Lovers 
of  their  Country.  Davtla  obferves,  tiiat  /C.^- 
tharine  de  Medicu,  a  moft  profound  Folicician, 
chofe  to  give  Men  of  the  greateft  Birth»  P^ftates^ 
and  Worth,  the  Places  of  moft  Profit  and  Ini- 
portance.  This  pleas'd  the  Fondnefs,  and  fa^ 
tis»fyM  the  Sufpicions  of  the  People,  Engaged 
thofe  that  were  Advanced  in  her  Interctls^ 
conceard  her  own  Defigns,  and  gave  her  by 
this  means  an  opportunity  of  EftablifiVing  an 
Abfolute  and  Defpotick  Authority.  Worthy 
Men  did  not  iCufpedl  her  Deceit,  the  Rich  and 
Noble  were  well  pleas'd  in  fharing  the  Profits 
and  Honours  of  the  State;  but  yet  unhappily. 
CO  operated  to  rai(e  that  Ambition,  which  at 
jaft  prov'd  F^tai  to  them  All*  As  to  PenhonerSj 
one  can  fcarce  tell  whether  they  are  more 
to  be  Pitied,  or  Defpis'd.  Unhappy  Men! 
Who  heap  up  troubles  for  ti>emfelves,  and 
entail  mifery  ofi  their  Children.  They 
perpetually  Vote  againft  Coqvidtion,^  and 
Sin  againft  Reafon  ;  they  prpftitutc  tiieir 
iJnderftandings  for  a  precarious  stipend,  to  b« 
','7  ■  ■    fpent 
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fpeiu  pTsrhapi  in  Vice  or  Luxury ;  ant!  fell 
their  Innocent  Podcrity  for  the  Gratifications 
ot'  Avarice  or  Pride.  They  live  iMiferable 
Slaves,  and  are  Gall'd  with  a  thoufand  Difquie- 
tudes  of  Mind  ;  Care  and  Difcontenc  are  their 
Companions,  Reproach  and  Infamy  their 
Reward.  Innumerable  Fears  furround  them, 
and  the  Importunate  Sratefman  ftill  haunts 
their  Midnight  Dreams,  and  vehemently 
Demands  their  Service.  '  To  morrow  fays  the 

*  Guilty  xMinilter,  Abfolves  or  Condemns  me  ; 

*  Glofs  weil  my  Conduct;  and  Gild  my  Villainy. 
.*.  'Tis  true,  my  Injiir'd  Country  Cries  aloud  for 
f ' Juftrce,  but  that  Jullice  muft  not  yet  be  paid/ 
IsBenow  rny  Friend;  Cover  my  Shame^  ant! 
^  protecl  my  Crimes;  Wealth  and  Honour  fhall 
i  be  your  PvC  .vard.  Power  and  Revenge  fhall  be 
*.your  Safety'.  The  wretched  Penfioner con- 
feats,  Refolvcs,  =and  Cries,  not  Guilty.  Btit 
firait  his  Thoughts  change  ;rHis  Innocent,  Tn* 
iured  Country  becomes  his  Suppliant,  and 
demands  the  pundhment  of  its  Parricides- 
'  Pity,  faysflie,  your  Venerable  and  Afflidied. 

*  Mother,  now  ftruggling  againft  Fraud,  Cor-- 
'  ruption  and  OpprelTion.     Think,   my  Son, 

*  of  my  paft  Glory'  and  my  prefent  Mifery.- 

*  Now  you  fee  me  Wretched,  Ruin'd,  ancC 
'  Undone.    You  hear  my  Feeble  Voiae,whicV 

*  fhortly  fliall  be  flo  more.     Corruption  has 
'  weak'ned,  and  oppreiTion  overwhelmed- me. 

*  Think  in  this  Sentence,  multitudes  arc  com' 
i  cern'd,  and  Pofteritfy  ihall  be  m  voIvM.  From  i 
T  you 
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'^  you  they  demand  Juftice,  and   feek  fafety* 

*  Confider  the  Blellings  I  have  freely  given, 

*  and  what  you  may  infamoufly  lofe,  Life, 

*  property,  and  Liberty.     Be  then  a  Friend 

*  to  Virtue,  and  punifh  Guilt.     Raife  up  my 
«  prooping  Head,  and  dry  my  Tears.     Re- 

*  ceive  the  Applaufes  of  Mankind,    and  fly 

*  the  Participation  of  Wickednefs,  Infamy, 
«  and  Mifery'.  What  fhall  he  fay,  or  hovir 
anfwer  the  cries  of  Millions  Ruin'd,  and  fa^ 
tisfy  the  SoUicitations  of  his  craving  Paffions  ? 
He  is  Coufcious  of  his  paft  Crimes,  and  fears 
Panifbment:  His  Penfion  muft  be  loft,  or  a 
new  Path  of  Probity  muft  be  trod;  he  fees 
Integrity  flighted  and  ui.fuccefsful ;  he  refolves 
therefore  to,  Screen  the  Villain,  and  plunges 
his  Ponyard  ftil)  deeper  into  Liberty  and  Vir* 
tue,  and  his  lojurM  Country  muft  ft:ill  fufFer 
more,  for  having  fuflferM  thus  much  already. 
This  our  Fathers  have  told  us,  was  the  Cafe 
of  Fenfloners  in  the  Days  of  Old.  Shall  Equi- 
page.  Balls,,  Court-Smiles,  or  Luxurious  En- 
tertainments, Enflave  our  Virtue?  Shall  a 
Penfion  make  us  Renounce  our  Reafon,  forfake 
Honefty,  Betray  our  Country,  and  Subje£\: 
us  to  Eternal  Care,  Apprehenfion  and  Re* 
proach,  for  trifles  only,  or  the  Favour  of  a 
Wicked  and  Fa^taftick  Statefman  ?  No  furcly, 
rather  let  Fov^eFty  be  our  Choice,  and  Liberty 
our  4^wa.rd,  lin%  my  Lord,  thefe  are  the 
juft  ]S^otians<  of  the  prefent  Age.  'Tis  our 
gpp4  Foi^iune  to   live   in  RefubltcA  Platoms^ 
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and  not  in  fW«  Romuli.    We  have  a  juft  ab- 
horence  _  of  thefe  Praftices,  and  deteft  fuch 
Corruptions  ;  but  yet  thefe  Provifions  are  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  :   The  Execrable  Policy  of 
Chines  the  Second's  Reign,  Authorize,  and 
Demand  the  greateft  Caution  and  SecLritv 
Men  were  fo  Corrupted  in  that  Age,  that  theV 
forgot  the  Common  Delicacy,  and  Prudence 
of  Iniquity;  their  Names  were  openly    and 
regularly    Regiftred,  like  the  Soldiers  of  an 
Army.    They  blulh'd  not  at  the  Infamy  of 
being  Recorded  j    they  defpis'd  the  Follv  of 
the  World,  in  not   being  as  Impudent,  and 
wicked  as  themfelves,  and  Laugh'd  at  that 
Idle  Punailho,  which  Commwes  mentions,  of 
Lord  Haftwgs    mnot  fuffering  his  Name  to 
beexpos'd  m  the  Roll  of  Penfioners,  Retain'd 
by  Lems  the  Fn»ch  King.    But  they  weie  fafe 
in  their  majority,  and  confiderable  by  their 
Crimes.    The  Nation,  my  I^rd,  being  thus 
fecured  as   to  Religion,  and  Foreign  S^tates. 
and  a  ftrong  Guard  fef  about  Prerogative   and 
Enterprizing  Miniftersof  all  kinds,  to  prevent 
k  A'  ^^!"'"P1'"S  i^e  Legiflature,  and  giving 
Deftruftive  Counfel :  The  next  care,  is  that  of 
the  Diftribution  of  Juftice,    in   which  fuch 
Regulations  were  to  be  made,  that  the  Ballance 
might  be  kept  as  even  as  poffible,  between  the 
King  and  the  People.     Accordingly  ':is  Jin- 
aaed,  that  Judges  Commiffions  Ihail  be  made 
t^^f"  '''»>^f"/ G#r/«f ;  Their  Salaries  are 
to  be  afcerum'd  and  EftablifliM  j  but  in  cafe 
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of  ill  Condud,  they  are  removeable  upon 
the  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes.  Great  have 
been  the  Misfortunes  and  OppreiTion  of  the 
People,  from  the  Ignorance ,  Negligence, 
or  Corruption  of  our  Judges.  The  blind- 
nefs  or  floch  of  our  Law  Sages,  and  the 
Sword  of  Juftice  under  the  Diref3:ion  of  crafty 
and  wicked  Statefment,  have  produced  unfpeak- 
able  Calamities.  The  Illegal  and  Mifcl]ievous 
Commiflions  in  James  the  Firlt's  Reign,  are 
as  \yell  known  as  the  Bufinefs  of  Ship'money4 
Vfho  doQ^  not  Abominate  the  Condemnation 
of  ]L.ord  Rujfel,  and  Deteft  the  Ej^ecution  of 
Mgemoon  Sidney^  thofe  Glorious,  Martyrs  for 
Liberty?  Who  is  not  acquainted  with  the 
Diffolution  of  Corporation^,  and  the  Under- 
minings of  the  Conftitution,  under  Charles 
and  "^jormes  the  Second?  The  rife  of  thefe  mif- 
chiefs  was  Court  Dependaqce.  The  Tempta- 
tion^ of  Power  and  Profit  to  weak  Minds  are 
Irrefiftible.  Such  a  Sentence,  fays  the  Re- 
vengeful and  Ambitious  Minilier,muft  bepaft. 
Such  a  Corporation  mu(]:  be  overturned,  and  a 
new  Charter  for  our  Creatures  pftablifh'd. 
Such  Law  muft  be  Inculcated,  and  fuch  Obe- 
dience enforc'd.  Immediately  thefe  Charters 
are  found  faulty,  a  violent  Ufurpation  has 
been  made  upon  the  Crown,  and  their  Fran- 
chifes  are  leized  ;  unheard  of  Do6lrines  are 
advanced,  and  ilrange  Judgments  are  pro- 
pounced  ;  thu$  is  the  feat  of  Juftice  defil'd  by 
Fear  or  Corruption^     How  fe\y,    jikQ  Hdes 
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fliall  we  find  Wife  and  Honeft  ?  How  few  like 
Holt,  Bold  and  Refolute.  that  vail  Difcounte- 
nance  all  Application   from  Great  Men,  and 
Hear  no  Bufinefs  but  iii  Court  >  But  how  ma- 
ny Joneses,  ErAmJlon's,  or  'Jep/te.s'*s  diVik  in  every 
Generation  ?  Tho',  my  Lord,  1  beg  leave  to 
fay,  I  really  think  our  pfelent  Courts  of  Juillce 
cannot  be  changed,  but  for  the  worfe.     Take 
away  Fear,  and  Dependance,  thole  Powerful 
ByafTes,  and  He  muft  be  Abandon'd  indeed, 
that  will  be  a  Knave  unnecefTarily.     Wifely 
therefore  are  the  Judges  Commiffions  to  be 
made  for  Life  ;  This  gives  Duration  to  their 
Intereft.     But  when  Integrity  is  not  Re  ward- 
ed, and  a  Man  is  forc'd  to  ferve  his  Country 
for  Naught,  there  we  may  juftly  apprehend  a 
Defedion  from  Juftice  :  But  when  Salaries  are 
Afcertain'd  and  Eliablifh'd  ;  when  their  Sub- 
fiftance  is  no  longer  precarious,  nor  dependant 
on  the  Favour  of  a  Miiiiftry  ;   when  no  Ex- 
traordinary Strains  of  Law  are  expelled,  and 
Juftice  only  is  to  be  impartially  adminiftred. 
How  wicked,  and  profligate  muft  that  Judge 
be,  that  fhall  fwerve  without  any  temptation 
from  the  Rules  of  Equity  and  Reafon  !  The 
Punifhmentof  fuch  a  Ferfon,  can  never  be  too 
fevere,  nor  the  Example  of  Citr.i^jfes,  in  Flea- 
ing  a  Corrupt  Judg.-,  be  too  much  Encouraged. 
But  yet,  my  Lord,  fuch  is  the  Degener?xy  of 
the  World,  that  many  will  hang  on  the  falfe 
fmiles  of  Courtiers  ;  That  will  Froftitutc  their 
Confcience  to  Ambition  and  Avarice;  that 
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will  fell  the  Rights  of  the  People;  that  will 
difTolveCorporationSjand  fhed  Innocent  Blood* 
But  then  Both  Houfes  are  to  ftand  up  for  theit* 
Country.  They  are  to  Addrefs  the  King,  and 
Remove  fuch  abandonM  Creatures  without 
the  formality  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament.  But, 
my  Lord,  becaufe  the  Judges  can  meddle  only 
with  ordinary  Criminals,  their  jurifdididn  be- 
ing Limited :  And  becaufe  'tis  exceeding  necel^ 
fary,  to  prevent  or  punifli  the  Ambition,  and 
Crimes  of  Great  Men,  immediately  follows 
this  Incomparable  Claufe,  That  no  Fur  don 
tinder  the  Great  Seal,  fhallbe  pleadable  to  an 
Impeachment  by  the  Commons  in  Parliament* 
How  far  the  Prerogative  is  reftrain'd  by  this 
Branch,  muft  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  thofe 
that  are  better  skill'd  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land 
then  I  am.  But  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  the 
Terms  are  UniverfaL  and  the  meaning  feems 
to  be  obvious,  that  the  King's  Pardon,  either 
before^  or  after  an  Impeachment,  fhall  be  in- 
effedual.  The  Effeds  of  fuch  Power  are 
equally  mifchievous,  and  equally  to  be  guarded 
againlt.  For  if  this  Prerogative  remainSj  after 
a  '  Impeachment,  and  Condimnation\  Is  it 
not  the  fame  thing,  as  if  there  had  been  no 
Tryal;  and  a  Pardon  had  been  produced  at 
firft  which  had  taken  away  the  Offence,  and 
confequently  all  Power  of  Proceeding  ?  Or  if 
the  King's  Right  ftill  continues,  of  Pardoning 
Offences,  before  the  Lodging  of  an  Impeach- 
ment, can  there  ever  be  a  Tryal,  when  a  Fa- 
vourite 
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Voul'ite  will  Anticipate  all  Enquiry  by  obtaifi* 
ing  fuch  a  preventing  Pardon  ?  T  herefore,  niy 
Lord,  with  great  Subraiflion  I  think,  It  feems 
highly  reafonable  to  expound  this  C'aufe,  as 
an  Actual  Abridgment  of  the  King's  Power, 
to  Pardon  either  before  or  after  anlnipeachi^ 
ment,  and  to  render  it  of  no  force  and  efficacy* 
'Tis  true  indeed,  there  is  a  Maxim  of  the 
Law,  That  the  Prerogative  lliall  be  fafe,  with- 
out an  Exprefs  Abrogation  ;  but  then  there 
is  another  Maxim,  That  all  Laws  made  in  fa- 
vour of  Liberty,  and  for  the  general  Good, 
fhall  be  Beneficially  Conllrued.  As  Preroga- 
tive is  nothing  but  unwritten  Lav/,  to  be  ex- 
ecuted for  the  benefit  of  the  Community, 
that  unwritten  Law  muftceafe  by  a  clear  Re- 
velation of  it's  Repeal,  or  its  Incompatibility 
with  the  publick  Intereft.  Pardons  of  both 
kinds  have  been  notorioufly  fatal.  Some  Art. 
ful  Miniilers  have  rather  followed  the  Policy, 
of  obtaining  a  Pardon  alToon  as  their  Crimes 
had  Incens'd  the  Parliament  ;  this  put  a  ftop 
to  Enquiry,  and  kept  back  their  formal  Accu- 
fation  to  the  King.  Their  Condu(^,  by  being 
Unexamin'd,  did  not  appear  fo  GroG  ;  and 
they  kept  fome  Credit  with  the  People,  be- 
caufe  the  People  did  not  know  all  their  Vil- 
lainy. Others  havechofe  to  try  their  Interefb 
with  the  Parliament  upon  fome  extraordinary 
Clamours ;  and  hoped,  that  their  Power, 
Dependance,  and  Bribery,  would  Screen  them 
from  J'uftice.  Some  have  fortunately  fucceeded, 
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and  others  more  juftly  Condemn'd,  but  flil] 
more  abfurdly  Pardon'd.  My  Lord  CUren- 
don  blames  the  Court  Policy  for  Diflblving  the 
Parliament,  when  they  Exprefs'd  their  Indig* 
nation  againft  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  But 
certainly  much  more  wrong  would  it  be,  to 
divert,  or  oppofe  the  juft  Rage  of  a  whole 
Nation,  (hould  they  ever  Demand  Satisfaftion 
for  the  Infamous  Condud,  and  Execrable 
Corruption  of  fome  Minifters.  The  Court 
may  fhift,  and  ufe  Artifices ;  but  the  delay  of 
Punifhment  would  ftill  make  it  more  fierce 
and  terrible,  and  fharpen  the  Sword  of  Juftice 
to  make  it  cut  more  fure  and  fatal.  The  Peo- 
ple muft  and  will  be  facisfy'd,  and  then  all 
your  minute  Craftfmen  in  Politicks,  muft  take 
care  they  are  not  born  down  by  the  Torrent 
of  their  Indgnation.  Thus,  my  Lord,  1  have 
made  an  end  ;  having  endeavour'd  all  I  coui'd, 
to  point  out  the  Confummate  Wifdom,  and 
admirable  Policy  of  this  Ad  of  Settlement. 
An  Ad,  that  will  for  ever  challenge  our  Gra- 
titude and  Honour,  and  make  the  Authors 
Immortal.  'Tis  a  Syftem  compil'd  from  the 
Knowledge  of  Mankind,  and  built  on  the  In- 
fallible Truths  of  Reafon,  and  Obfervation. 
Great,  Wife,  and  Good  were  thefe  Patriots, 
and  Pofterity  (hall  Record  them  with  Honour : 
Happy  fhould  we  be,  would  Minifters  pradice 
their  Virtue,  and  imitate  their  Publick  Spirit. 
Happy  fhould  we  be,  fhould  another  Sommers 
arife  ;  and  another  Whartou^  dired  our  Coun-p 
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fels;  whofe  Eloquence,  and  Unfhaken  Pro* 
bity  fliould  blafl;  and  beat  down  Corruptionj 
and  make  Liberty  and  Virtue  appear  ftill  more 
Amiable.  But,  my  Lord,  v\ehave  a  Sommersy 
and  we  have  a  Wharton.  We  have  Patriots 
of  equal  Wildom,  Integrity  and  publick  Spirit, 
that  Ihow  the  fame  Zeal  for  the  Service  of 
their  Country ;  and  are  alike  Enemies  to 
Fraud,  Guilt,  and  Opprcflion.  We  have 
ftill  many  excellent  Champions  for  Liberty 
aad  publick  Good,  that  would  ftem  the  Tor- 
rent of  Iniquity,  and  Reform  the  People  from 
DAn  unto  Berjbel^a,  Let  us  applaud  their  gene- 
rous Labours;  and  gratefuLy  acknowledge 
their  Application,  Zeal,  and  Unconquerable 
Integrity.  Their  Condud  fhall  be  greatly 
Celerated  by  us,  and  late  Pofterity  fhall  re- 
member them  with  Honour,  Efteen?,  and 
Veneratipn.    I  am. 

My  LORD, 

With  the  greateft  Refpeft 

Your  Lordlhip's. 
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PRay,  my  Lord,  as  you  are  excellentl; 
well  vers'ii  in  all  Hiftory,  Do  me  th 
Honour  to  intorin  me  in  your  next,  whethc 
the  Church  of  R^we  have  not  always  (how 
their  Policy,  in  promoting  Difputes  about  R 
ligion,  when  They  were  carrying  on  the 
Created  Villainies ;  on  purpofe  to  Draw  d 
Mens  Attention^  and  weaken  the  Commc 
Intereft.  All  Enropey  I  think,  were  fent  in  t\ 
Eleventh  and  Tweltth  Centuries,  to  the  Hoi 
Lundy  to  Fight  for  the  SepuWhre,  when  Th< 
were  making  their  greateft  V/urpattcps,  ar 
Cheating  Mankind  of  their  Ltberttesy  and  Fo 
tunes ;  and  by  that  mean?,  Eftabliflied  a  Lai 
ing  Tyranny,  and  Perpetual  Oppreffion. 
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